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enpl oyees laid off and find there was no noney | eft in the trust
fund. As | indicated a few m nutes ago, Nebraska pays up to the
limts that we have in |lawfor the |ower inconme, |ower waged
enpl oyee, about 55 percent of their gross salary. Nearly all of
the other states have a target of 50 percent or less of a
person's gross sal arg as unenpl oyment to tide soneone over until
they get another job. There is a provision in federal |aw that
states who suffer a major recession and exhaust their
unenpl oyment trust fund can borrow money from the federal
governnment through the Department of Labor. The State of
Nebraska cannot dothis. |f we have a nmjor recession, if our
Unenpl oynent Trust Fund is exhausted, we have only two choices,
not to pay_ unenploynent or for the Legislature to cone into
special session and appropriate funds in the middle of a
recession to do that. We can avoid that by being perhapsnore
nodest than sone would want us to be in our weekly benefits, but
bei ng aware of our responsibilities. I would suggest that
perhaps the...

SPEAKER BARRETT: (One mi nute.

SENATOR COORDSEN: ...nore orderly approach m ght be to defeat
the Lindsay amendment and ypon that | would introduce the
amendnent that would not only have the days right, Senator
Lindsay, the dates right, but (lTaugh), couldn t resist that.

You guys beat up on me all norning. But woul d provide for a
phase in of the same anmount of noney that would be the dates of
January 1, '91, January 1, '92. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Hall, on the amendment to
the anmendnent, followed by Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President and nmenbers, | rise in
support of  Senator | nds,aly' s. amendment to the conmittee
amendments. | brought this bil'l in, or a bill similar toit in

1985 and in 1985 at that time the Speaker was chairing the
Busi ness and Labor Committee and | sat on that conmmittee, 5ndif
| remember correctly, the Unenploynent Fund balance,
Unenpl oynent Trust Fund bal ance was $75 nillion and as Senator
Coordsen stated earlier, | think the trust fund is at, | think
he said 125, $127 nmillion today, six years later. As Senator
Korshoj stated, we have gone through a recession and as  ggpator
Coordsen stated, we' Il go through another one, but the fact of
the matter is benefits have not kept up with Consunmer Price
I ndex in the handouts that Senator Lindsay has shown you and yet
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