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need to neet to conduct the business for the state, and the
second is to develop a systemthat is open so that the diversity
of the representation represents the people in the State of
Nebraska. As | look at today's profile of ‘this body, and |
think back and my memory js not so long that | know all the
profiles that we knew in years gone by, but™| would say today we
probably have one of the nost diverse bodies that the Nebraska
Legi sl ature has ever known. We have young, we have old, we have
retired, we have people still in the working environnent, we
have femal es, we have males, we have many, many different
professions represented in this body under our current system
And | think that all, in part, has come about by virtue of a
system that has limted days, and by having |imied days then we
ultimately meet every year,and by doing that we have farners
who can go back to farning, we have business people who can go
back to their businesses. |In today's society | would really ge
surprised to find out who, outside of the wealthy and/or
retired, would be able to serve whenyou would serve for an
extended period of tine every other year, agnd how one would
devel op an econonic support base to be able tosurvive in that
articular kind of environnent, and | think you very quickly
ose some of the diversity we currently havé in the body. Now
that nmay be the notivation of Senator Haberman, whois both old
and weal t hy, because he woul d be thorouihly represented with his
fellow man. But | think as we |ook at the body we currently
have, we have a system and maybe gn adj ust ment of cal endar,
adj ust of number of days as originally was offered by Senator
Coordsen, might better feed that system than even what we
currently have. But | think as we | ook at Senator Haberman's
amendnment, on every other year basis of 100 days, | know a whole
I ot of people in this body that could no I onger serve and g |
support their fam lies and progress even in any meaningful
fashi on what soever economcally, andtry to pursue some ther
career of sone sort. We talk about a Citisens |egislature gEI ng
those people who wal k fromtheir occupations and able to give to
the public this certain amunt of time, which I knoweveryone in
here is burdened byvirtue of that nuch commitment. Byt as we
meke these kinds of changes, | think without question, that
burden is going to fallhard enough on enough people that we
w1l go back to a profile. Before | spoke | was POi ng }0 tahe
the time to run down stairsand walk the hall' of "all of the
pi ctures of previous Legislatures. As you would walk those
halls | don't think you saw the diversity you seein the nore
noder n day body, of the people that are here. so | strongly am
opposed to a situation that would actually limt the pro?iYe of
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