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woul d not be a reason for opposing it. |'mone of | guess two
peopl e who served in a biennial session thatare still here.
And the fact that it was unlinmted in days didn't really gaffect
the nunmber of farmers. We had a lotnore farners in those days,
as a matter of fact. But that was not the issue either, because
Senat or Rod Johnson certainly made the point correctly, that if
you wi sh to serve, you serve whatever tine it is, gndit becomes

a first precedent on everything you do. Ny reason for bein
supportive of going back to the biennial sessions has nothing to
do with nost of these reasons or issues. | simply don't believe

that as a general rule there are public policy changes that need
to be madeeveryeight nonths. and, in effect, that's what we
do. Cccasionally, thereare issues gnd as we have specj al

session now, we had special sessions when there was a biennial

Legi sl ature when sone issue needed to be addressed, gnd it was.
And that will continue to be the case no matter what we do.
have no illusions that we' |l ever go back to biennial ggagsions.

There is no doubt in ny mnd that anything that reduces the tinme
in which the Legislature is in session will probably be voted
for affirmatively by the voters, because there s this

perception that if the Legislature nmeets less that there are
I ess changes in laws. | don't like the limtation on the nunber

of days, but | know that is popular both within the body as well
as within the public, generally. | do not support liniting ine
nunber of bills. We' ve had thatprocess, andthose of you who
were here then probably did exactly as | did. | had a drawer
full of amendments that | could attach to any bill, because |
couldn't introduce and stay within the nunber. And in fact

when you did that there were no public hearings. There were no
opportunities to really know what was going to be done by the

public ahead of tine. And we did it all,gt |east nmost of us
who were here did it, because that was the only wayyou could
function. So limiting bills, limting days doesn't do any of
the things that cannot be corrected by self-discipline if e
wish to enforce it, and if we don” t, that's alsgart of tWe
| egi sl ative process which | have no problemwith. | 4o pelieve
that limtations on days or how frequently we neet, in fact,

does lend to the possibility of a citizen Legislature, however.
And | do believe in the concept of a citizen |egislator,.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR WARNER: _...even though in many areas of the country
that, essentially, is not the case anynore. But it seens to me
that neeting less frequently still allows policy changes as they
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