February 26, 1990 LB 799

SENATOR BEYER: Well , M. Speaker, and colleagues, we are all
wel |l aware of the terrible cost in ternms of human tragedy caused
by driving under the influence of alcohol. W are also well
aware of the backlogs in our court systems which cause the
wheel s of justice to nove very slowy. The average time from
the arrest for driving under the influence until a license is
actual Iy suspended can run from anywhere froma three months 4
a six to aneight nonths delay. priving a motor vehicle is a
privilege, not a right, and as such, each of us has the
responsibility to mmke sure that by exercising this privilege,
we do not cause harmto others. Those who drive under the
influence of alcohol are a dangerto each andevery one of us
and our families, and it is ny belief that a swift and sure
suspension of driving privileges would tend to defer those to
whom the privilege of driving is inportant. A diagram_ of how
the proposed adm nistrative process would work under LB 799 has
been prepared and passed out to each of you, and also a
conpari son of how the current adm nistrative process for inplied
consent hearings would conpare with the procedures outlined in
LB 799. Briefly, this is how adm nistrative per se ynder this
bill would work. An officer who had reason to believe that a
person was operating a notor vehicle under the jnfluence of
al cohol woul'd request that person to submitto a test to

determine their blood al cohol content Ifa person refuses fo
subnit to the testor if he or she is determned to belegalfy
intoxicated, the officer would then immediately jmpound the

driver's license of that person. The officer returns the ticket
i ssued which serves as a temporary |license and advises the
driver that their license will be revoked gnd that such
revocation will be effective 3p days fromthe date of arrest
unl ess a request for a hearing is filed with the Department of
Motor Vehicles within 10 days. The officer is then required to
send the driver's license to the Departnment of Motor Vehicles
with a sworn statement indicating that the driver either refused

to take a chemical test or failed it. |n an effort to make sure
that the administrative hearings are held in a tinely manner,
th bill requires an adnministrative hearing to pe nheld within
20days of the request, and a decision nust be rendered within
seven days of the request...of the hearing. The periods of
revocation are one year for the first offense, three years ?or
the second offense, and five years for the thira offense. Let
me enphasize that this bill provides onl ¥l.f0r adm ni strative
revocation of driving privileges and has nothing to do with ue

crimnal sanctions which may be inposed by the court when the
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