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way to avoid all this is just pay off another government agency.
If you pay off the Revenue Department, you don't have to worry
about them, so that's in line with what drug dealers do. They
pay off the police, now pay off the Revenue Department and
they' re home clean again. I listen to all the stuff people talk
on this floor and just shake my head at how little they know.
I t reminds me o f a comment that a rhetorician made, Senator
Kristensen, talking about a guy. He s a i d , he speak s most
learnedly on t h e wrong side of a question about which he is
profoundly ignorant than anybody I have ever h eard a nd t h at ' s
this Legislature. What is r ev e a l ed he re i s the pr o f ound
ignorance but good intentions of people who are standing up h e r e
talking about the good that this is going to do. It's not going
to do anything, so you might wonder why I oppose it in t he wa y
that I do. I' m tired of seeing laws put on the books, telling
people that we' ve put something there that i s go i n g t o f i gh t
drugs and it's not going to do anything; tired of seeing the
Legislature, by fo rmal enactments signed b y t he Gove r n o r ,
s howing h ow i gno r a n t the officials are of the underground
activity out there; tired o f see i n g p o l i t i c i an s b eat t h ei r
little chests, strut around at how they' re fighting the drug
problem when the people who are in the d rugs kno w t h at t h ese
people know next to nothing and that they don't have anything to
worry about. As one person also indicated, it's best to hold
your peace and let people think you a fool t han t o open y our
mouth and remove all doubt. It would be better to let people
think that the Legislature knows what is going on. Let l aw
enforcement give the impression that they could do something if
they were of a mind to do it. Nothing is ever as bad in reality
as the threat of it. Nothing is ever as bad in reality as t h e
threat of it. What the Legislature does by enacting this kind
of legislation is to show that there is really -nothing to worry
about. The Legislature is so inept,so impotent, so powerless
that it says that a cornerstone of its effort to fight drugs is
to tax the drugs. Th at is so pointless,such a waste, Fifty
years from now they will be doing what I heard them doing on the
radio this morning, reading inane laws that are on the books and
this will be one of them. Now the Revenue Committee, which was
in a position to put a very modest t ax on s pir i t s a n d c o u l d
raise some money for treatment, didn't advance that bill. But
here th e y g o r un out there and send the Revenue Department,
which is not the drug enforcement agency, w hich does no t h a v e a n
army of investigators or enforcers, to catch drug de a l e rs and
get money from them so that they can fund treatment. Sil l y . I
just wish that some of the legislators would go into various
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