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enforcement agency, currently, w hen they se iz e a shipment, I
g uess i n t hos e cas e s , it's their practice to take 20 percent
right off the top. Their tax is b asically 20 percent of
whatever the value is of that shipment. And what we do her e i s
put a dollar figure in there but they go after the major players
and that's what the purposes of that act is. What the pu r p ose
of LB 260 is is to do virtually the same thing only on a smaller
scale her e i n Nebraska and it i s to provide those kinds of
opportunities, as was pointed out by Senator Conway, to attempt
t o st i f l e t he cont i n u a t i o n of t h e dr ug t r ade in Nebraska
through, although it is minor, a tax on illegal drugs. But once
you are able to get in a nd tax those individua'ls who ar e
trafficking, you can then get in and look at other areas, as was
pointed out by some of the comments and questions that Senator
Warner raised. It does allow for the ability to open up and
find o ut what those individuals are d o i ng , l ook at the
assessment with regard to the income tax evasion t here t hat
possibly could lead to prosecution. But it starts us down that
road. I think that over the years t he t ax has al wa y s been
looked at as s omething that, well, just meant that we were
trying to legalize the use of these types of substances. Thati s n o t t he c a s e a t al l . The case is that the tax comes on once
a seizure has been made and it eats away at those profits that
these individuals are basically in the business to achieve. All
we t r y t o do her e , th r o ugh LB 260 , I think is to limit those,
extract monies that will allow for the fight to continue, if you
will, and nothing more than that. It is not a n at tempt, I
think, to c orrect society's illsand the revenue that will be
raised will be far from the amount necessary to battle the drug
war. But i t doe s allow us an opportunity at another point
through the po c k etbook of these individuals to attack the
problem.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen a tor K r i s t e n s en.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you. Nr . Spe a ker a nd members, I r i s e
t o s u ppor t LB 2 6 0 . Much has been said this morning about the
purposes and are we t r y ing t o e ncourage drug use? Nothing coul d
be further from the truth. This is just another weapon in o ur
search to try to get a handle on this activity. I would be t h e
last one who would stand up here and try to tell you t hat w e
ought to try to fill the courts fuller, full of prosecutions. I
have also been the one who has stood up here and tried to tell
us that our courts are full and we need to try to give them some
relief. However, this is a unique way to go about attacking the
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