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me.

either. Is the p urpose o f t h i s l eg i sl at i on t o enforce
government or to e nable government to better enforce the use
of...illegal use of drugs and to penalize those who are s el l i n g
them? Is that ...or is there some other purpose? Because i f
it's some of these other things, it doesn't make any s e n s e t o

SENATOR CONWAY: Senator Warner, the primary purpose of this
l egi s l a t i o n i s t o ex t r ac t from the profits t hat a r e b ei ng
generated in the s ubterranean economy that is developing in
great amount of social cost to us, an opportunity to extract
from that particular business a recouping of some of those costs
by virtue of having a taxing revenue generating technique in
order to accomplish that.

SENATOR WARNER: Bu t its purpose is not to r educe t he
availability and utilization? It's to raise money to correct

SENATOR CONWAY: Should those other benefits ultimately come to
pass, we would certainly gladly accept them because we recognize
the fact that we have crimin.: I provisions and, therefore, find
that particular activity somewhat contemptible from a criminal
perspective. But the pr imary purpose of this is toc reate a
situation that we have a profitable act i v i t y go i ng on i n t he
State of N ebraska that should be helped.. .should h e l p p a y s o me
of its way for the social ills that it is causing the s ta t e .

SENATOR WARNER: Well, it's very difficult for me to l eg i t i m ize
an otherwise illegal act on the basis of providing a collecting
of tax if it's for purposes of correcting the i lls t ha t an
illegal activity is causing. That doesn't really make any sense
to me. I gue ss I will probably support the act but I want to
make it clear the only reason I'm doing it is I perceive this as
another penalty that can be invoked upon those who a re se l l i n g
the drug for illegal use, or t ha t i s i l l eg al l y n ot pay i n g t h e i r
i ncome tax an d I wo u l d t e n d t o t h i nk i t i s n ot ev en j u st i f i ed t o
argue t ha t y o u ' r e u si n g i t as a r ev enu e me a s u r e . But I
certainly have no problem supporting it for the sole pu r p o se o f
providing another expanded additional penalty on those who a r e
s el l i n g .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schmit, Senator Hall next.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, if you read the tax

the other social ills?
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