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you go out around West Dodge, if you go around some of the high
schools, there is more drug activity in those locations than you
could find in any other single location in north Omaha. B ut t h e
police don't know whose children those are, s o they ' re no t g o i n g
to be busting them upside the head, putting them in handcuffs,
dragging them to jail a nd s a y i n g wh a t t hey ' r e doing i s
gang-related activity, although if you went by the objective
evidence of what they' re doing, you cannot distinguish one f rom
the other. Eve ry time you turn on television,every t i me y ou
open the newspaper, we, who are black, can see how our objective
representatives of the media portray us. Every t i m e a d o or is
broken in it's a black persons' door. Every time somebody is
thrown down on the floor, on the ground with hands being cuffed
behind his or her back, it's a black person. Whenever t h e c o p s
decide to take television people along with them, you'd think
they had more ethics, to break into the home of some woman with
several small children, they are black people, and a go o d t i me
i s he l d by a l l , even , even when it turns out to have been the
wrong h ouse, b e c a use b l a ck p e o p le d o n o t have rights in t h is
country that white people feel a necessity of respecting when
they' re in positions of law enforcement and they get on t he i r
h obbyhorse . Th i s k i nd of l eg i s l at i on t i t i l l at e s t h e wh i t e
politicians down here. It gives the Governor the opportunity to
go around the state and say, she's fighting drugs. Tel l me , i f
you honestly can, that you think one single drug sale that was
going to occur will not occur because of this bill. I f we c o u l d
take the time and expend the energy that is frittered a way a n d
wasted on these nonsensical b i l l s , and d i r ec t them toward
something that would be of s ubstance, put some money i n
meaningful programs that attack the causes of these problems,
then the Legislature could indeed say it's doing something and
set a standard that the rest of the country could follow.
Senator Conway can correctly tell you that a number of states
h ave p a s se d l eg i s l at i on such as this, but he cannot cite any
statistics that indicate that this legislation, in any way, has
impacted on the use, sale, possession,manufacture, derivation
or whatever of d ru g. . So wh y do i t '? Because i t cr e at e s
campaign issues for people who are running for office. Whenever
there is a serious problem and actions that are supposed to be
directed toward that problem miss the mark, the s itua t i o n
b ecomes wor se . There are young people throughout the City of
Omaha who watch television. They listen to the statements of
the white experts, the media people, the station managers, the
chief of police, the mayor talking about what is going to solve
the drug problem, and they laugh. But sometimes people who try
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