February 26, 1990 LB 260

CLERK: (Read Chanbers amendment as found on page 981 of the
Legi sl ative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr. Chai rman and nenbers of the Legislature

since we are going to become as realistic gswecan. |'m
offering this amendment, and |'mgoing to vote for it. For a
long time, I' ve halted bpetween two opinions, whether or not
i ncreased enforcenent nmeasures will in any way affect pe gsale

and possession and use of drugs. Years of experience throughout
the country have indicated that that is a failed method. \yhen|

consider that people such as W I liamF. Buckley, a noted
conservative who is praised by everybody fromRonal d * raggan to
the man who played Ben Hur, has said thatdrugs should be .

| egali zed, there are nunerous politicians, newspaper col umi sts,
people who are experts in the drug fjeld, including some |aw
enforcement persons, who are convinced that the attenpt to fight
drugs,. by spending nore noney, building nore prisons, increasing
the number of police officers, judges and further encunbering
the justice system js doomed to falure. When you |l ook
realistically at the nature of the problem some reconmendati ons
that at first blush seem unreasonable suddenly don't seemg,
when conpared to the ineffectiveness of what is being done now
and what i s being recomended. For exanple, in Colunbia, Peru
and Bolivia, it would be far cheaper for the ynited States to
buy the entire drug crop, not just the coca plants, but the
drugs thensel ves at the going rate and destroy t hem Aneri ca
pays far nore in trying to fight these drugs than it would cost
to purchase it outright. And that is not unreasonable, if the
real aim is to stop this scourge. Butthere are a lot of
institutions, a lot of agencies that gain fromthe existence ¢
the "drug problem”. po|jce divisions need the existence of a

drug problem, they need a gang scare to push for increased
officers, nmore overtime pay, better pension benefits, ggrljer

retirenment because of the stress created by these circunmstances.
Judges have made use of this sypposed problem by asking for
addi tional judges. The increase in activity in the courts,
based directly on drug arrests, was used effectively to persuade
the Legislature to create a new appellate court system. Now
we're being asked to use the Revenue Departnent as an armto
fight the drug problem This is an easy jssue for any

politician to run on, because who, ot her than mysel f perhaps, is
going to stand up and consistently and vociferously oppose these
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