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c orrec t ?

o f such a s u b s t a n c e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the L egis l a t u r e ,
I 'd like to ask Senator Conway a question. S enator Conway, o n
page 478 of the Journal, in Section 9, I' ll read the language so
it's a matter of r ecord . And t h i s i s f rom y ou r pr op o s ed
amendment, "In any criminal matter involving the unlawful sale,
use, c onsumption, distribution, manufacture, derivation,
production, transportation, storage, or possession of controlled
substances before the courts of this s tate, the j u dge may
consider the amount of the tax imposed by the Illegal Drug Ta x
Act in the setting of the bond for an individual or may require
the posting of other security for the payment of the tax." Does
this mean that when a person is charged with a criminal offense,
this information about the tax will become a par t of t h o se
proceedings, and that seems to be the case here because it' s
brought to the judge who is presiding over the case. I s t h at

SENATOR CONWAY: It apparently would be obvious that the tax is
also a...civil penalty or a civil provision is also part of
t hose p r oceed ings .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If the person had paid the tax, would t h a t b e
made known to the judge'?

SENATOR CONWAY: I a ssume that that would be made known to the
judge, therefore, the responsibility or the cost for f ines
later, and the judge would set bond accordingly, differently,
knowing that the;e is also a major tax lien against the same
activity.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Is payment of the tax indication by the
person himself or herself t hat he o r sh e had po ss es s e d ,
manufactured, distributed or engaged in an illegal drug activity
that is covered by this tax bill?

SENATOR CONWAY: I assume no one would pay it...prepay t h e t a x ,
unless they were willing to admit that they were i n po ss e s s i o n

SENATOR CHAMBERS: We have to deal with what the bill provides,
w hat th e l a w w i l l p rov i d e , should it be enacted. I f a p er son
had paid the tax, you said that information would be presented

SENATOR CONWAY: That would have to be presented to t he c ou r t

to the court. Is that correct?

9835


