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issue.

the west at Scottsbluff and North Platte. This...addressing
this and passing this bill would do much to put a barrier with
regards to the class action suit. You must realize that if that
suit is won, and it likely will be, that it i s po ssible for
those community colleges which we' re taxing above the nine
percent...nine cent level, w ould pe r h aps have t o r ef u n d t o t h e
citizens of those areas which would be a very costly.. . t h a t
could go up into, actually into the millions, and they woul d be
back to the Legislature. So it is...this is a bill to bring
about the equalization so that the class...to nullify the class
suit action. And I ask that the body move the bill. Thank you .

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator Scofield, did you wish to speak?

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you, Nr. President. Only very briefly
to...Senator Weihing has a d equat e l y , mor e t han adeq u a t e l y
covered the problem facing the community colleges here. T his i s
an essential piece of legislation brought about by that lawsuit
that Senator Weihing alluded to. It seems to me that to oppose
this right now simply ensures that we create a crisis and
probably would be more costly to the taxpayer down the road. I t
is appropriate. I think that Senator Noore has essentially
waved a w arning flag, saying we probably ought to look at the
entire financing of our community college system. I t i s f ar
from a strong...far from being as strong a s I wou l d l i k e i t o r I
t hink an y b od y wo u l d l i ke i t . And that is certainly something
that we should all have on the top o f o ur agen d a ou t there .
We' re probably not going to get to it this year but we' re going
to have some major discussions about higher education a nd I
would urge that w e not forget about the technical community
college system in those discussions. I t ' s cr i t i c a l t ha t we k ee p
in mind where we are on this whole financing picture. B ut I
would u r ge you t o j o i n Se n a t o r We i h i n g i n a d v a nc in g t h i s b i l l .
Thank you .

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator Weihing, did you wish to close?

SENATOR WEIHING: I just ask that we go ahead and vote on t he

PRESIDENT: The question is the advancement of the bill. Al l i n
f avor say aye . Oppose d n ay. I t i s adv an c e d . L B 1 0 0 4 ,

CLERK: Nr. President, 1004, I have E 6 R amendments, f i r s t o f

please.
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