February 23, 1990

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Wesely, please, followed by
Senat or landis and Senat or Abboud.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you. Again, Nr. President, and members,
| appreciate all the comrents nmany people have made. | do want
to, again, enphasize for Senator Croshy that | am not voti ng
agai nst this appointment or the | ast one because they are wonen.
Absolutely not, and that ny record on that is pretty clear.
That is not the issue, that is not the situation, whatsoever.
VWhat we are talking about here is avery delicate situation, 4
very inportant problem one that many people in he state are
following very carefully. The real question here is, agajn, |
know we don't want to particularly dwell on the fact that It ' g
the Dennis Carlson slot on the board. | pean nobody hol ds t hat
forever, but at this time in this situation, to remove him has
raised great suspicion and I think we need to ask some very
serious questions. Those questions have been asked. Now here
is the circunstance; Senator Crosby tal ked about having a | awyer
for the Foster Care Review Board. w essentially, had a | awyer
for the Foster Care Review Board when Dennis rison served on
t here. Dennis Garison is a ver%/ wel | - known, wel | -respected
lawyer and he could provide that service free of charge and he
could do it because he was on the board and hijs |i abi lity was
protected as a board menmber. Hecan't do it outside of that
position because, nunber one, his position gn the bar, he
woul dn't be able to be hired. Nunber two, just providing advice
can provide some liability questions not being aboard nenber,
anc_i so he is bei ng_shut out in some ways, although in some
E“vate conversations he, of course, can provide sone input.
ut the very person who has the best background perhaps of g
many people in thisareais being shut out at a very critica?f
time and a very inportant investigation. And so, it is nothi ng
particularly against Alice Bartels, gpviousl y. I n another slot
Wi th another person involved, a foster parent |ike herself would
be very valuable, but we are exchanging a lawyer with
experience, with particular knowledge and background, for a
person who at the hearing, though nice, hadn't really had any
experience with the Foster Care Review Board, hadn't really had
any experience in foster care other than being a foster parent,
and did not really have that much background, 5g4ain, on-the-job
training, but a person who could do a good job, ho could
eventually develop those insights that we need, but the timng

is inmportant. The question is inmportant, gndl know many of you
are reluctant to vote against Alice Bartels, that you don"t féel
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