February 23, 1990

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chairman, and nmenbers of the Legislature,

| would be nore thanremssif | didn't echo and add to what
Senator \Wesely has said. | developed a trenendous and prof ound
respect for Dennis Carlson as a result of working with himon
the problens confronting young children in foster care. Dennis
Carlson is a mn  of jntelligence, inpeccable honesty,
unquestioned integrity, and moral courage. This man helped in
bringing forth the types of problens that nost people woul d
rather | ook the other way on. V\})hen one has served capably
and conpetently as M. Carlson has served, it seens to nme teh

if the Governor had an intention not to reappoint him because

she was wadering whether he wanted to pe reappolnt d, it
woul dn't have taken nore than a courtesy phone call I? him,
did he choose to pe reappointed or not. |f there was any

question, the Governor should have nade the inquiry. QOtherwise,
the appoi ntnent ought to have been made and then hé .guid have
stated that he had no interest init. Byt | think it was clear
to everybody in the state who has followed the Franklin
situation that Dennis Carlson should have stayed on that board,
shoul d have stayed on that board. Thereis _.a nan_ in Congress
right now named Peter Hoagl and who was given 1 nfornation about
Franklin early on fromone of the enployees about {pe roper
activities with the money,with credit cards, and ot hernPhl ngs
that would have given. . .that raised, in fact, a red fl a ag. . Wen
Peter Hoagl and came to Omaha with a Congressional subconmittee
I ooking into Franklin, he, at no time, informed that
subconmi ttee that he had information a good anount of tine prlor
to the fall of Franklin. He did not want to discuss what | ca
the very peculiar relationship between former publisher of the

Harold Andersen, and Larry King, and for those

reporters who think | make these comments only on the fl oor
because | have inmmunity, that is insane because | have gjjg
these things before, | have given information about it to the

newspapers, but it was always strange to mewhy an old

conservative white "Repelican businessman would t ake up a
relationship with a young bl ack man not particularly educated,

not moving in his social circles, and develop this kind of
rel ationship. The explanation of it has el uded everybody, has

eluded everybody, but M. Andersen wound up retiring fromthe

and ot her individuals have had their retirenent date pushed back
when they have done good service, the same coul d have happened
with Harold Andersen, if he was as great a fellowas ¢the

and ot hers indicated he was but he had to get out
of the way. FrankGunter, the pirector of Corrections, was

9778



