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be on the Fos ter Ca re Review Board because D ennis C a r ls o n was
not appointed is not a good premise at all. I was im pressed
with Alice Bartels. I think she should be confirmed and I urge
you to confirm her Thank you.

PRESIDENT:
t h i s .

Thank you. Senator Wesely, you wish to speak on

S ENATOR WESELY: Y es , t h a n k y o u . Nr. President, and members, I
rise in opposition to the appointment of Alice Bartels, or
Bartels, whatever, to t he F o s t e r Car e Rev i e w Board. The
committee did vote in favor of this appointment and I can
understand and appreciate that very mu c h. Al i c e B arte l s ,
herself, is not a t iss.ie here really. S he is a s c h oo l l un c h
manager out of To bias, I und e r s t a n d, and at t h e hear i ng
presented herself quite well as a foster parent, and I t h i n k

. would se r v e we l l on <he Foster Ca r e Rev i ew Board. The
unfortunate situation is, and although Senator Crosby would
indicate this is a noniss"se, I think it needs to be at l east
addressed at this point, is that she replaces Dennis Garison.
Now Dennis Carlson I know would have liked to have stayed on the
Foster Care Review Board. Dennis Carlson is as much responsible
for cracking the Franklin case as anybody in this state. There
is many individuals that have made a difference on that issue,
but I know how dedicated and involved Dennis Garison w as a t
moving that issue forward and working with Senator Schmit and
Senator Chambers and others to see that some justice h opeful l y
will eventually be brought to that situation. With an
individual who has achieved that, who has done that much for our
state, who has clearly served well and has the respect of a ll
involved of both parties of any background involved in this
issue, and would like to have remained on the Foster Care Review
Board and not be reappointed raises some serious questions, and
I d on ' t know quite the answer. I did pass out what articles
there are on this matter. Perhaps th e f a c t he i s a Dem o c r a t,
which I, frankly, did not know until I saw it in the paper,
perhaps something else, new blood was what the Governor's Office
indicated the Governor had in mind, but new blood at a time when
the Foster Care Review Board was involved in a very critical
case that Dennis Carlson was intimately familiar with, a person
w ho should have bee n able to retain that position a nd b e
continuing to offer his services to the state as we work through
this very difficult issue, no, I don't think new blood was
called for at that moment. And so in my estimation, some r ea l
s erious q u e s t i o n s hav e to be raised about what is happening
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