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and background to step right in and do the job. pNowthis is not
an appoi ntnent for six nonths or one year or two years. This is

a five-year appointnent. Maybe in five years,maybein a
shorter period of tine on the job, she will |earn and be able to
do an excellent job. But |I wonder, and | wonder in the neantine
what price we mght pay for that decision. g4 | for one. rise
in opposition and ask that some of you consider votin’g in
opposition as well, although that is a difficult thing to do.

This Legislature does not frequently reject appointments to
di fferent boards and commissions. W regularly rulgber-St anp any
Governors' appointments, and for the mostpart, that is all
right. Let ne give you an exanple, Ann Spence, \yhen she came to
this position, subnitted a statement of financial interest hat

was nmade out for the Arts Council. The office sought was the
Arts Council. That is the position she really wanted. di d
get an appointnent to it but then was asked by theGovernor to
nove over to the Investnent Council. Now, | would nave no
problem wi th Ann Spence on the Arts Council, gnd that is not to
take away fromthe arts, but there is not $2 billion of damage
that can be done in the Arts Council, but the Investnent Council

I hold to a higher standard, that we need people that have the
background and ~expertise, and if you look at the hearing
transcript and her own resume, you can see that there is sone
real question about whether or not she has that background or
experti se. | don't think this is the tinmeor the place or the
position to rubber-stanp another appointnment. | think this is
the time and the place and the position to ask some hard

questions about this |egislature's role in the oi nt ment
process. This Legislatgure has to be a little tougla"lgp,a lit tle

more demanding, a little more concerned gphout t hese
appoi ntments, and | know there will be others comng, not many

a couple, three others that some questions have been rai sed
about, and it is not inappropriate to raise questions. |; s
not inappropriate to nake sone chal |l enge of this situation. Now
why did Ann Spence end up noving fromthe Arts council to the

Investment Council? — wl|, if you go. back, you can make sone
conjecture that there is sonme political involvefrent here

h ] - |
want to tal k about that because | think it has an influence over
t his deci sion.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR WESELY: Wiy woul d she be appointed to a position she
did not seek? Well, Géne Spence is her husband and ne

was a fund-raiser for Kay Or, and | have got the articles here
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