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Erom)t_i ng sone creative ideas. I have a bill before the
Education Committee that s trying to get schools to be
i nnovative in way s of provi ding coordination bet ween
postsecondary and secondary education in the state. That pil|
is inthe Education Conmttee, probably is not a bill I'm
going to push hard this year but | think it's sonething ?that
need to be looking at for the future. Byt | think that one of
the main problems that we have with education in this state I's
accessibility and accessibility for all of the citisens of

state. And | think when we do the things |ike restructuring and
we come up with new and creative jdeas of getting the

information out to the students all across the state, that' s
what we need to promote. W need to pronote those kind of

creative ideas so that all of the students jn this state can
have an equal opportunity for education. iththat, | would

simply urge the body to advance this bill because I think it' s
an inportant concept that we need to have in this state. Tphank
you.

PRESI DENT NI CHOL PRESI DI NG

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Wthem would you like to cl ose
on the advancenent of the bill7

SENATOR W THEN: Yes, Nr.Speaker and menbers of the body, e
have had a good discussion on the bill and|l  apreciate that

fact that we spend a lot of tine in the Educati on Conmttee and
on the floor of the Legislature on education issues dealing with
noneducati on issues, issues of structure, issues of governance,

issue of financing. Thisis a bill that deals with the real

nitty gritty of whether our kids are gettingthe type of

education that they deserve. | very nuch appreciate the way
Senator Dierks characterised a ot of our work on the commrittee
and what this bill does, because it does, in fact, issue a
challenge to the school community to begin inproving. \yenave a

tremendous problem | think, inthis state inthat \wein some
ways are spoiled byour successes in education. \we're treated
every few nonths to headlines about Nebraska students doi ng wel |
on standardi sed tests, that our dropout rates are |ow. 've
got to rememnber that'sconpared to an overall systemthat the
very conservative Republican administration in Washington of

President Bush and former Secretary of Education Bennett and
current Secretary of Education Cavasos are convinced jg g
failing system a systemthat needs sone inprovenent, definitely
needs sone changes. | n conparison with that system yeah, we do
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