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straightforward bill and provides us with the means to obtain
some information that | think is necessary for us to have.
Frequently, before the Commi ssion On Postsecondary Education,
have asked them when they cone and give their report to us, who
i's teaching our teachers how to teach? vyou know, | think this
is sonmething that they shoul d be addressi ng because they have to
do with the education p0| icies of our stat e, especi al | y in
post secondary education. And the problemthat | have al ways™ had
and the Education Comittee nenbers have heard nme speak about it
before, is the fact that we have a functional literacy ,zie in
Nebraska that | think is unacceptable. Andldon't know how we
address this if we don't take advantage of these sort of studies
and try to find out where the problems are, where they're
starting, where they're comng fromand what we can do to Stop
that. So | would ask that you support this | egislation and |
don't ever want to stand up here and say, trust ne, because |

don't like that particular phrase, but | think this is

| egislation that will be of benefit to education and to the
youth of our state. Thank you.

SENATOR HANNI BAL: Thank you, Senator Dierks. Senator Baack,
please.

SENATOR BAACK: Yes, Nr. Chairman and col | eagues, | think we' re
havi ng a very good di scussion about what this bill is all about.
And | think that just to add another perspective to it, | inink
we did, you know, we took what | consider the bestfirst step
towards restructuring schools |ast year and that's when we

passed choi ce. Andthat was thefirst step in the process.
know that educators will argue with me and say that the first
step in the pro ess is you give themthe restructuring and then
we' || talk about choice.” | think you do it the other way around
and you give parents the ability that if a school district is

talking some restructuring, maybe doing some progransthat
they' re not in agreement with, you give those parents an
opportunity to go to a different school. So | think that, you
know, one of the reasons that I felt that choice a5 necessar

was to provide for innovation and creativity of |aeas ang?oyr
schools to...and to promote those kind of ideas so that gchool

could pronote creativeness,pronote innovation in their sc%ocﬁ
so that they could make their school better i

school nore attractive for students so that the?/n%ortr}lagebritn%elirn
choi ce students to their school district. \wenow have choice in
place in Nebraska. | think this is the next |ogical step jg
that we allow those school districts some flexibility in
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