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chance to faniliarize myself with the bill but | guess a
question relative to grants. Senator Wthem can you tell me
what the grant systemw |l do? As | recall, we discussed it
just a little bit | ast year and why therant system and t'he

amount of the grants and why they will be able to do with- the
grants what we cannot do with the existing systen®?

SENATOR W THEN: Number one, they're not doing it with the
existing system Senator Schmit, that the... nost of the schools
in the state, I think, are relatively confortable in what it is

they are doing and they aren't really examning what it is that
they do to educate kids, and I think they need to do that.
That' s...the main reason for the grants is to provide an
incentive for school districts to do sone of the things that
probably you and | m ght agree they should be doing anyway but
probably isn't happening.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Thank you, Senator. | guess that | have no
real particular problemwth the goal of the bill. e of
concerns is that pusiness and industry in agriculture, all
private enterprise operations, learn to adjust and adapt or else
gou go out of business. You lose your market and. or else vyou
econe inefficient and your conpetitor takes over. It would
seemto me that |ooking back over the years that many of our
school s have recogni zed that there is a need to adapt "and change
and the schools themselves, the educational institutions
t hemsel ves ought to be in the forefront recognizing the need for
change and the need for reformand the need for new curriculum
and new programs. And, of course, one of the concerns that |
haveis a concern that has been expressed, | pelieve, by the
commi ssion that studied the educational systemin Texas where
they found that a large portion of the problem t{hat faced t he
schools was the fact that the children didn't know how to read
and wite and spell and, until they learned that, they weren't
able to use the very nodern nechaai sns that today are avail abl e
to them And as | look at the young folks in the front row
here, | don't know, |I'msure they are all excellent spellers and
excellent in math and all the rest of those skills but | really
am concer ned because in recent weeks | have had occasion to hire
some new people’ and | amnot at all pleased with the ordinary
writing ability, the ordi narty spelling ability of those
individuals. VWhen an individual fills out just 3 very modest
kind of an application and you find numerous m sspelléd words,
and | don't mean words like "ecclesiastical", | mean ordinar
every day words in that kind of an application, | guess, Paha/\/e
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