February 21, 1990 LB 642

P RESIDENT: Okay. Okay.

SENATOR HABERNAN: Nr. President and nenbers of the body, for
those fol ks, those senators who are opposed to LB 642, as| am,

| woul d strongly suggest that you support, that you vote for the
comrittee amendnents. What this will dois it will gut the
bi 1. It will take the seven- day V\a|t| ng period problem
completely out of the issue gnd in its place a
constitutional amendrment bill which takes 38 votes to pass.

if we adopt the comm ttee anendnents, we gut the bill, the
seven-day waiting period goes away ard now becomes
constitutional amendnent bill and, therefore, takes 30 votes to
pass to put it on the ballot. 1f, for some reason, the
proponents of the seven-day waiting period could muster 30 votes
to put it on the ballot, when it was on the ballot in Novenber |
am quite confident that the citizens of Nebraska woul d def eat
the constitutional amendment because it takes away the right

bear arms. N ow you have heard Senator Chizek say that he has

been negotiating with Senator Brad Ashford and he':-..peen
negotiating with the NRA to cone to sonme sort of an agreerrent on
the bill. We don't know what that is. Senator Chizek says,
don't hold up the bill. So | amsaying to you we won't be
holding wupthe bill , wewill bedoing whatl said. Tgme, this
is the easiest and best way to defeat the seven-day waiting
period if that's what this body wishes to do. So | would

strongly urge the senators to vote for the commttee anendnents.
Al though the committee chairman frowns upon this, | ould
suggest that you do this because it's not ny faul t that the
seven-day waiting period peopl e backed thenselves into a corner.
That's their fault, not mne. Thank you, Nr. President.

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Ashford, did you wish to speak
about the conmittee anendnents?

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you. Briefly, Nr. President and
nmenbers, Senator Chizek did summarize adequately, | think, what
transplred concerning LB 642. | would just reenphasize a couple

of points. Initially, when | B 642 was i ntroduced, |t vvas
i ntroduced as a seven-day waiting period and at the tine of ?
a

heari ng, as Senator Chizek rightly says, there was a great de

of concern in our state that...that the decisions of the two
North Platte judges would have real ly a devastating effect on
the ability of Nebraska |aw enforcement and prosecutors to
prosecute for even the nost basic felon in possession type | aws.
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