February 21, 1990 LB 642

PRESI DENT: Senator Chizek, please.

SENATOR CHI ZEK: M. President, col|eagues, LB 642 is a bill
that we had originally heard in the Judiciary Commttee ;4 at
the time of the hearing for LB 642, if you renenber, some judges
in western Nebraska had found that the right to bear arns
amendment passed by the voters in Novenber of 1988 had repealed
the right of the state to, in any way, linit possession of
firearnms to felons, inconpetents, mnors and so forth. The

conmttee, at that tjme, had decided that it was necessary to
have a vehicle on the floor of che Legislature with which to ask

the people of the State of Nebraska to again vote on this j55ye
if the Suprenme Court woul d have agreed with the western Nebr aska
j udges. In effect, the conmttee anendnents would put on the
ball ot the repeal of the right to bear arms gnpendnent so t hat
the state could once again keep firearns fromdangerous and
i mmat ure individuals not capable of handling a fjrearm safelyv.
However, since the commttee nmet and voted on this issue, ¥he
Suprene Court decided that notwi thstandi ng the | anguage he
right to bear arnms anendnent that the state nay still regulate
the possession and the use of fir'earns under circunstances where
the health and the safety of the general cjtizenry is put at
risk. Therefore, | would ask you today to vote against the
adoption of the conmittee amendnent’s, as the amendnents the way
they now stand woul d serve no useful purpose. | the conmittee
amendnents are not adopted, LB 642 will be in its origina orm
As you know, it's original formprovides a waiting period before
aperson can buy a handgun. | will add also at this time that |

have been meeting, since this issue surfaced, with Senator
Ashford and nenbers of the NRA. | et with themas late as this

nor ni ng. | have theassurances fromboth groups that they will
sit down and try and work out something that is nutually
agreeable on this issue. | see no reason to hold the bill, but
I woul d ask that you vote against the committee gpendments. to
vote redon the comittee anendments, and at that poi nt in'time

I will address further ny nmeetings with the NRA and Senator
Ashford. Thankyou.

P RESIDENT: Thank you, Senator Chizek. | have five lights on.
It"s unlikely that you want to talk apout voting red on the
amendments, but if you do, please indicate. genator Wesely
Senator Haberman. '

SENATOR HABERMAN: | would |i ke to Speak to the committee
amendment.
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