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for ICFNR's, frankly, because of the difficulties right now in
our mental retardation system. It's felt that this additional
burden would not be appropriate at this time. Add itional
waivers dealing with nursing requirements that are under OBRA
are also changed slightly by the committee amendments. They
current l y , und e r t he bill, would be a one year waiver. This
committee amendment would have them be a maximum of o n e y ear ,
and could be a shorter period of time. These waivers deal with
the problem of OBRA requirements for skilled and intermediate
care facilities and having a nursing staff, particularly RN
nurses. And because of the problems in shortage of personnel in
this area there is a provision for waivers under the b i l l , bu t
the committee amendment would maximize those to one year and
allow for a shorter period of time for a waiver, if t hat wou l d
be a d equate . Test s a re r e q u i r e d o n t h e g r a d i n g . . . t est s a r e
required for these individuals and a g r ad e of 80 per ce n t or
higher w ou l d b e r equ i r ed , and in addition the training that we
have, under the bill, would have to m eet f ederal s tandards .
With those explanations, I'd move for the committee amendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank y o u. Di scus si o n on the committee
amendments as explained by Senator Wesely? S enator Sche l l p e p e r .

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: T hank you, Nr . S p eaker a n d members. I
just want to make a point that the committee amendments are the
compromise that were worked out with the Nursing Association,
the nursing homes and the Health Association. In the original
bill the nurses did not quite like it the way we had it worded,
and the committee amendments is a compromise that was worked
out. S o I w ould just urge t h at you ad op t the committee
a mendments. Th ank y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . Any other discussion on the
adoption of the committee amendments? Any cl osing, Senator
Wesely? Thank you . The question is the adoption of the
committee amendments to LB 1080. Those i n f avor v ote ay e ,
opposed nay. Rec o r d , p l ea s e .

CLERK: 26 aye s, 0 n a ys . Nr . P re s i d e n t , on adoption of the

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendments are adopted. To t he
bill, as amended. Senator H a b erman. I'm s orr y . Senator
Schellpeper, you haven't opened yet. Proceed.

committee amendments.
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