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frequently on this floor and to the extent that | did not inform
enough individual s about the proposed anmendnent that | was going
to offer, | t ake responsibility for it and | should have
communi cated with the chairman of the committee and it was w ong
for me not to do so. I want to say also that he makes an
excellent point that there will be a time when the shoe will be
on the other foot. I might add it has been on tnhe other foot
many times in ny instance and we have fromtime to time spoken

out about the problemthat does exist because of a |ack of
adequate debate on this floor and because of our tendency from

time to tine to debate issues of no val ue or |nconsequent| al
i ssues whereas issues which are of substantial interest to the
people of the State of Nebraska go substantially untouched. I
woul d suggest that there will be nore debate on this b|II on
Select File. Senator Wesely has raised an issue, Senator |.andis
and | havevisited with hima little about that and there wi ll

be some additional debate. Nothing is. cast in stone and
certainly | believe that we need to be nore informed on . of
these issues than weare. I'mconcerned. | have expressed my
concern many times on this floor apout what seems to an
unal terable trend toward concentration toward | arger and Parger
institutions no matte@where jt is. There have been some
concerns now and | want o just remind the group that a few

mont hs ago the Nebraska cattlemen got together and decided (n,¢
there was an alarmng trend toward concentration in the beef

packing industry, something to the effect that than

70 percent of the cattle areslaughtered by three |nst|tut|ons
and they are going to have a resolution, they' re going to H

it and a number of our other farmorganl zations joined |nt gt
sane conclusion. Well, l|adies and gentlemen, back in 1974 hen
nmysel f and several _others poi nted out that al arm ng trend and It

did, in fact, file a legal action and said unless we do
sonet hi ng now, the day will come when the slaughter of |ivestock
wi |l be concentrated in a few hands. If we allow the various
entities to dom nate the market for dressed beef, our small
packing plants will disappear and at that point we will then, s
livestock producers, be faced with the necessity of dealing Wi t

one, two or three entities. Needless to say, Schnmt and gthers

were ridiculed. Nonetheless, what we predicted has come to pass
16 years later. ~We have an obligation to continually review
what is happening within the banking industry. W have an
obligation to «call attention to the fact that our concerns
transcend all entities, all individuals, g|| institutions in the
state. We have no greater obligation to anyone than to our
constituencies. | woul d suggest that Senator Landis's
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