February 20, 1990 LB 1146

SPEAKER BARRETT: Discussionon the Schmt amendnment, Senator
Landis, your light is on.

SENATOR LANDIS: Nr. Speaker, having been repudiated in thi
last vote, | won't take the time of the body since their will i
clear and I' Il allowthe body to do its will inthis (5qe.

will say this. Having made the attenpt at the anmendnent and t
have it unsuccessfully fail to pass nmuster, | will vote ain
the Schmt amendnent. | don't necessarlly encour age yog to do
the like. You are certainly free to nake up your own nind.

have, on the other hand, just one personal observation to nake.

I don't think there hasn't been one of us who | ave fo

say at di fferent times that they have found that t he Fot?by I's
very powerful, and frankly, the lobby is very, very powerful,
there i s no doubt about it. But we fail to make’lines anpbng
ourselves which woul d assi st us in demandi ng  higher
accountability from the Iobby. Wien, on this kind of an
occasion, wedon't say we're prepared to be reasonable, but
we're not prepared to give away the farm without a good
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explanation. | was listening as hard as | could, but I Il g

you if a case was nade for $600 million here, | didn't hear it.
[f that $600 million was in our budget andwe were going to
spend it and our nameswere on it, | think it would have gone
much more significantly in the debate. power creates privilege
and in this case | think privilege jg exermsed When the
Legislature is prepared to defer in its judgment on thi I nd of

an issue without a thorough accounting which I think s |acked
inthis case and most jnportantly, we |acked sharing in the
decision. We weren't part of the corrprom' se, we weren't part of
the discussion in the Rotunda, we weren't part of the discussion
bet ween the I BA and FirsTier. All that happened was Tuesday
nmorni ng we came, got our orders and we marched. The time will
come when you' re frustrated, too, when the body marches to the
tune of the | obby and, frankly, | guess it's just going to
continue to happen because we are unable to nuster the desire to
draw a clear nessage, a clear line in the gand that says, Wwe

will  be reckoned with, we wl | be accounted for, we will be part
of these discussions. "1l be voting against the Schmit
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank vyou. Senator Schnit, followed by

Senator Warner.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and nenbers, Senator Landis makes
an excellent point and he has outlined what happens all too
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