
F ebruary 16 , 1 9 9 0 LB 163

Scott Moore said, for one thing, is that the biodegradable
diaper amendment has already been. . .or b i l l has al r ea dy co me and
is in effect to become law in 1993 and I think we should look
ahead to that, plus this adds another little piece of weight to
LB 163 which I think we need to take a bigger look at the whole
program. But I would like to point out some things to you about
the diapers. In the first place, this particular amendment will
hit the elderly and babies. Diapers, 6 6 t h e av e rage package of
baby diapers for infants, 66 to a package is around $13. That
will add...that's five dosen, according t o t h e way I multiply
and divide, that will add about 50 cents to that package. As
you go down, as the diapers get bigger for bigger b abies , t h en
they are f ewer in number in each package but the price is the
same. So t h at adds e a c h t i me a nother 40 ce n t s , another
20 cents, however many are in the package. T he elder l y p e op l e
who have an incontinence problem wear what. .. t h i s o n e pa r t i c u l ar
kind of protective device called Depends. Those are $16 fo r a
package. There's about, I think, 24 to a package. T hat wou l d
add 20 cents to that package. The other thing I'm quite sure of
that most of...that all of these t hings you p ay t h e regula r
sales tax because they' re not grocery items, s o most people b u y
them at the grocery store. I buy them at the grocery store when
my grandchildren are here so I know how much they cost. So here
we are hitting the people who. ..the most vulnerable people of
our society, the elderly and the babies. The babies certainly
c an' t c o me down here a n d . . .except y o u d o s e e t h e m on t elev i s i o n
running around in those cute little diapers and you think those
ads are n i c e. So d o I . But th e e l d e r l y p e o p l e , i n p ar t i cu l a r ,
who live on fixed income, a lot of them live on Social Security
which is quite often for a segment of our population r igh t now
' s only two to three hundred dollars a month because they didn' t
make big salaries when they we re w o r k i n g . So that is the big
reason that I will resist this amendment and I hope that all of
you will too . There is one other reason, we did have some
statistics here about how cotton diapers that you wash and so on
would cost a lot less, but people aren' t.. .as a gener a l r u l e ,
are not going to go back to that. So I urge you to vote against
this amendment and strike a b low today for o l d p e o p le a n d
b abies . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR LABEDZ: T h an k y o u , S e n a t o r. Before we g o on t o the
n ext sp e a k er , I would like to announce that Senator Beyer has
65 students from the Golden Hills and t he A nderson G r o v e
Elementary and they' re all fourth graders,a nd thei r t ea c h e r s ,
and they' re in the south balcony. P lease r i s e a n d be we l comed
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