February 16, 1990 LB 42

that you' re going to be aware of the fact that you have a
breakdown. 1t's not a big difference whether it's 10 percent or
13 percent or 20 percent, financially, we all knowthat. It is
what it is perceived to be, the perception is +the main thi ng.
There are enployees time after time, and |I' vehired a |lot of
them who have told ne, | wouldn't work for so and g0 for an
amount of money, where | willwrk for someone el se becauseY
know t hey appreciate the work | do. Nancy isn't everything, I

know t hat . But | guess the thing that concerns ne nore than
anything on this floor is the fact that it gppears as if the
Legislature is saying,well, you' ve got to give them sonething

so they can survive, but we really do not want to build a
qualit y judiciary, we 'sally do not want to attract the very
best.  Senator Chambers. "r Senator Rex Haberman points out 279
attorneys applied for 27 . sitions. | will guarantee you that

if you were to line themup, half of them would probably scare
you to death. And let me i ell you, oncethey're there you have

got a problemif they' re not good. I think, and it has been
said on this floor, we have a pretty good judiciary. Tpere are

some areas wherewe can nake sone inprovenent and we have nade
sone inprovenments in the last 15 years and | appreciate that and
| want to express my appreciation to the body for those

i nprovenents they have nade. But we really aren't arguing about
a | ot of nmoney so far as the state is concerned. we' re arguing

about two things, how does it |ook to the nembers of the
judiciary ? And, nunber tw. do you want to build a quality
systen? We understand you have got to have quality 4 attract
good professors. | buy that. You have got to have quality to
buy and pay for good equipnment. youhave got to have money to
do the job relative to our own enployees are concerned. only

last night | was visiting with someof my colleagues about ¢ympe
of our own staff people and it'sa fact that fromtime to tinme

ood staff people |eave. We serve as a insi

g'lstaff persc?n VF\)/orked for me for 15 years, ttro% Sa{nlglttglremw(rjré offA‘
to work for Senator Zorinsky, went to a job...l don't know \what
he is getting, but I know ~t'ssubstantially nore than what |
was paying. W& serve as a training ground and that's fine, I
guess. But the people of the State of Nebraska and this
Legi sl ature ought to have the best staff that you can. (hat are
avai l abl e. I't's a strange situation. \Wecan pay 30, 35,000 for

a staff attorney...

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...and the agencies can pay twi ce that, almost.
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