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are above, what is it, 30, 35 ye a r s of age , h ave b een in
practice for five years, but we are not after that type of
person. What we are after is the most q u a li f i ed peop l e , the
people whose very lives you would trust within that. Senator
Baack's amendment is attractive for one reason. A c o u p l e o f
years ago we recognized that the university faculty needed to
have their salaries brought up. They were lagging behind in the
rest of our peer institutions in the Big Eight, and so w h a t we
did is we gave them two salary increases, 10 percent one year,
10 percent the next year to catch them up, to raise t hem u p.
T »is i s si mi l a r . You h ave g ot 1 3 a n d s e v e n , s o ther e i s so me
precedent for what Senator Baack is doing here, that that was
another area for where we recognized we had fallen behind. We
h ave l a c ked i n o u r ".bliga t i o n s an d i n ou r du t i e s t o br i n g those
people for comparable pay with people who are doing a similar
job, and we are wanting to raise up that attractive scale of
pay. And so what Se nator Baack's amendment,what it really
would do for us is not to have the huge increase the first year.
It would cut it down by more than a third, and we would w i n d u p
with salaries somewhere in the range of seventy-nine, five for
the district court or for the Supreme Court, seventy-three, five
for the district, and sixty-seven, five for t he c ou n t y cou r t .
So I wou l d u r g e y ou to defeat what has got to be the most
surprising amendment in the Le gislature th is year, a
Hefner-Chambers amendment. I never thought I would live to see
the day, and if I see a Chambers-Orr amendment come in, I d o n ' t
know if I can finish the session. Bu t I would urge you to
defeat this amendment, but remember that it actua l l y o ccu r r ed .
Thank you.

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Than k y ou . Senator Haberman, please, followed by

SENATOR HABERMAN: Well, Mr. President, and members of the body,
what we are trying to be told, they are trying to tell u s t h at
for 3 . 3 per c e n t , we ar e n ot g oi ng t o ge t qu al i f i ed j ud g e s ,
because that is what the amendment does. I t on l y l owe r s i t
3 .3 pe r cent . Now t h i n k about t h at . Th ey a re say in g t h e
3 .3 pe r cen t re d u c t i o n w i l l n o t ge t u s qu a l i f i ed j ud g e s . I don ' t
r eal l y b u y t h a t . I wou l d l i ke t o t h ro w s ometh ing e l s e o u t i n t o ,
put it in the record, a s S e na tc r Ch a mbers say s , i f a j udge
goes...the Supreme Court goes full term, w hen they r e t i r e , w h en
they retire, they can draw $58,000 in retirement a yea r , p l u s

S enator L a n g f o r d .
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