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busi ness community in Nebraska that is thriving now were
generous enough to give themthis $10 increase. | think the
won't even realize it and | think we'd better remnd themw t X
separate check, but since | don't want to take a lot of tine
sonething that really isn't npuch, | won't offer that at this
time unless you all cone flocking over here and request me to
and then I' |l take it up there.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ) Thank you. ) Any ot her di scussi on on the
advancenent of the bill? Any closing, "Senator NcFarl and?

SENATOR NCFARLAND: Yes, thank you. | share Senator Norrissey's
ffrustratlon and arrlwgerr.] tl) sh%re Senatorh Chizek's anger amd

rustration. | thought about this overnight. | had nmotion t

Kill the bill up. | was thinking of moving to kill the Bl and
just lay it over so that the bill wouldn't be heard again this
session, very tenpted to do that. |t would give ne a degree . of

satisfaction to do it because it seened t0 nme that theworking
peopl e of our state are not being represented well here ;5 tp
Legi slature or within the people who are associated wth tﬁe

Legislature and foll ow these processes. This Dbill, in its
present form should be an enbarrassment to the Legislature and
the people of our state. Tnis bjll, if passed, puts. us 'aﬁf’
dead last in the amobunt of benefits we allow as a maxi mum weekly

benefit under the workers' conpensation laws. We are not that
poor a state. We are not a rich state. | don't want to nake us
nunber one in the nation in workers' conp benefits, but we gre

now forty-third in rak in the anpunt of weekly conpensation
benefits we nake. | suspect that within the next [ ear

couple S
we will achieve a rank of forty-fourth, forty-fifth, Pgrty- I'xth
because of this limted increase and the fact that there was no

increase at all last year. W are conpeting with states |jke
Arkansas, Georgia, M ssissippi,states whose per capita income
is substantially bel ow Nebraska's per capita incone, As |.
recall, I think we' re in the md-range of states asfar as per
capita income in Nebraska. ws are not a wealthy state, we are
not a poor state. It seems to me, if we 1ook at per capita

income, that we could at least be in the middle range as far g
what we pay in workers' conp benefits, whatwe pay in
unenpl oyment benefits, whatwe pay in other types of social
prograns, but yet in this particular area, in workers' comp, we
are ranked forty-third and going down. The make-up cf the Labor
Conmi ttee should not control this body. The fact that there are
some antilabor people, platantly antilabor people on that

commttee should not control the will of this body. We are
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