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isright. I'" Il be able to say | did what was fair , what was
equitable for the working men and women in this state. | hope
you do too.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Mrrissey, please.

SENATOR MORRI SSEYi Thank you, M. Speaker and nmenbers, | said
gust about all | could sawesterday on fairness and what is
right and not worrying about the people that can necessarily
finance a new canpai gnyour next tine around, but worry about
the people that are going to end up voting, the majority of the
people in our district, the workingpeople in your district.
It affects themall. It affects themall. The railroad is
separate and distinct, as | saidyesterday, ynder our federal
act, but all their spouses are affected by this, most of their

spouses. And, as has been said over and over, it's sinply fair
and just. Therailroad | aw was enacted, it is called the
Federal ~Employer Liability Act, because the railroad industry
was such a hasardous industry to work in. And under that we

have the right to sue because if they were negligent and caused
us to be injured, we can take themto court and sue for danmges,
punitive danages. The railroads, every year, every single year,
this year included, and there is a plan right nowin effect
trying, just to try it out with Anmtrak, just Antrak. Take away
FELA, take away FELA, it's unfair, andit has been beat vyear
after year after year because the case has beenproven in
Congress that the danmges that can result fromnegligence in the
safety, or safety in the work arena are definitely deterrents
for these conpanies. And the railroads come back every year and
say, get ridof it, we'd rather go to the state worknen's conp
system it's nuch fairer, nmuch nore fair for the working people.
And that argunent gets blown out of the water every year because
the state .systens are not nore fajr, arid this is a perfect
exanpl e of why the railroaders in Nebraskaefuse to buy that
argunent because they see how this argunment takes place jpn the

Nebraska Legislature. They see the generosity in this
conprom se of $10 a week. And if we don't adopt Senato
McFarl and's amendment, |'m considering offering an anendnment oF

ny own when we get back to the regular 10, the big, generous $10
a week we' re going to offer, because |I'mafraid that they won't
notice it. So |I'mgoing to offer an anendnent that that $10
will be issued in a separate check to each of these injured
wor kers because they probably nmight miss it. |f they go out and
buy two gallons of mlk and two boxes of breakfast Yood to feed
their children, they just blew that $10, they just blew jt and
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