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in 1990. It is unconscionable not to jncrease this floor to
two-thirds of a m nimumwage job. | ook back in the history of
worker's coml . Ladies and gentlenen, as Sen.~or Nelson pointed
out, it was the first tort reform ever enacted, andit was
enact ed because it was a pro-business enterprise. It exenpted
the huge recoveries that were taking place at that time for
fol ks who were injured on the job, and | abor agreed to it, |abor
said yes, because then we' re guaranteed that {hese individuals

who work for a living are at Ieast oing to be able to support
their fanmilies, pay their bills until ey are able to get pack
to work. It's a part-time, it's a tenporary situation. And it

al so protects us so that we don't have these huge suits so we go
out of business, and nobody is any better off because there ,.¢
no jobs then at that point intime. |t was a good nove then,
it's’ a goodmove now. Byt it also has to be at a point or l evel
where these individuals can sustain themsel ves at what would e
the state's mi ni num wage, two-thirds of that. That's all this

amendnent does, $88 a week, because if that individual is hurt
at a part-time job theyare not hurt on a part-tinme basis. It
is very likely, if not conpletely true, that they can't work
any other job as well. And you all know the benefits, the

movement in the business world to part-time staffs, because
benefits are derived, costs are reduced and in the case of the
wor kmen' s conp and the injured enpl oyee health care benefits are
denied. This is reall y one of the Ch|ef reasons hen we'

| ooking at 20 and 30 percent increases in the cost fWI nsurance
for staffs that business has |ooked_this direct' on.  This
anendrment is a nodest proposal after 17 years to basically bring
us back up and not quite even there to the level at which we
were in 1973, so that two-thirds of a mnimum wage j ob is
available to those individuals, whether they be part-time or
full-tinme. Because there was N0 rovisions at that time in 1973
on the part-tine basis, period. It was $49, and the state' s
mi ni rum wage was $1.50. Mr. President

adopti on ofgthe amendnent to the committee arrer|1dmvavomd urge the

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. You've heard the closing and the
question i s the adoption of the Hall amendnent to the committee
amendnent to LB 313. Those infavor vote aye, Opposed nay .
Have you all voted?

SENATOR HALL: Mr. President, could | ask for a call of the
house and a roll call vote?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Certainly, request for a call of the house.
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