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on the amendnent that was just defeated on a vote of 21 to 23.
What strikes me very interestingly is the partisan division on
that vote. It is alnost totally along partisan |ines. Almost
every Republican in this body voted against the amendment,
Republicans who voted. Alnpst every Denocrat in this body voted
for the...for ny amendment. There were only two Democrats who

voted no against ny anendment. There were, thankfully, there
were only...there were at |east four Republican's who voted yes
on the amendment, and | appreciate their support, It''s
unfortunate that things get broken along partisan lines pacause
what you have is you have, what, 19 Democrats, g 19

Democrat.. .excuseme, 19. 17 Denocrats voting for the thing,

and you hawe 21 Republicans voting against, very partisan
division. And it's unfortunate that we have t view in the

state that somehow if you are with one particular party you are
for the business interests to the exclusion of working people,
and on the other hand | suppose there is a perception the other
way that sonehow if you are a menber of the party (o which |
happen to belong, that you fayor the working people over
busi ness. The problemw th that type of partisan anal ysis, and
sonetinmes it gets oversinplified and overused, is that you don  t
realize there is a nutually beneficial way in which business and
working people can both benefit under |egislation or under
econoni ¢ conditions, that what is good for working people is
often good for employers, and what is good for enployers is
often good for working people. This is one of these issues
where it seems to ne we try to have our political philosophy
dictate the decision on this issue without really looking at

and saying what is fair, what's reasonable, what woul d benefit
our state as a whole. Qur worker's conp benefits are so mini mal
in conparison to other states, particularly surrounding giates

we're not conpeting in any way. The only thing we' re conpeting
for is to be the | owest. 1f we wanted to.... Some of t he
argunments, | mean | heard on the floor weshould abolish
worker's conp al together, andthen we'd have a great pysiness

climte. That's not going to happen. | th ker'
conpensati on system was sgt ar%ld estabPipshed to IRSPB b(ﬁh%r I?irngS

peopl e get inmmediate and necessary relief and get their |agical
expenses paid, ~get themback to work, get themrehabilitated,
give them sonme kind of way to survive during that.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nut e.
SENATOR NcFARLAND: . . . time. And hel E enpl oyers as well to get
i

t hese people active and to have sone nd of continuity in their
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