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still working in the Legislature in some fashion, gnd they can't
remenber when the change to $49 was nmde. Now, granted, there
is a good reason to have a |lower anount. vYoudon't want to have
the maxi mum and mi ni mum the same. Youdon't wantto have them

too close together. But to sayan injured individual is not
entitled to at |east two-thirds of a mnimum \ag9e job over a
40- hour week, | think is only fair. ook at the bene...| ook at
what's happened in the industry, business. | gok what has taken
place across the country. I'm . ny background is in personnel.
And i ndividuals who work in these types of jobs that

traditionally have to do...have to apply for worker's conp

because it 's a dangerous area, and as hard as the employers work
to try to make it a safe environnent it doesn't always work

that way. But what's happened is fol ksire going to part-tinme
enpl oyees, they' re going to nore and nore part-tine omplgyvees
and they' re doing that because there are benefits tﬁe)Pg rrve
fromit. They don't have to pay insurance. Theydon't have to
pay health insurance for a part-tinme enployee under 32 hours a

week, they don't haveto. They can get b with b f
different types of benefits, i the)greduge their v?or ufr%rg(re too

part-time status. Ther e have even been |aws that have been
introduced to nove away fromthat so that an enployer cannot get

around the issue of basically having two work forces that are
part-time, yet they do a full-time job. Noneof them have been
passed yet.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR HALL: But clearly it deals with the issue of where do
our priorities lie. That individual who is probably working two
part-time jobs gets injured on one, is still so injured that

they can't be employed jn that other job. They ought to be
entitled to at least two-thirds of a mininum wage salary.

That's all this proposal does. It raises it to $352 a nonth,
$352 a month. The current provision of $49 s $196 a month.
That is not enough to support anyone. And, ladies and

gentl emen, they are not partially hurt when they' re injured gng
i ncapabl e of ~working. They' re hurt all the way around. They
ought to be entitled to at least two-thirds of 5 uininum wage
position. It clearly has npot been changed, it needs to be
changed, it needs to be brought up to a mninumlevel. I would
urge the adoption of the anendnent.

SF’EAKER. BARRE T: Thank you. Senator Coordsen, fyrther
di scussion, followed by Senators NcFarl and and Chanbers.
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