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fanily at a time when youare injured. Senator Conway made a
an interesting comment to me alittle bit ago and he talked
about, you know, if workers' conmp has really benefited

businesses, because jf it were not for workers' gomp, we would
have a total liability system where enpl oyers would ve to pay

huge sums to have insurance to cover liability for their own
negligence or for a fault if their enployees are injured on ihe
j ob. What we have done with theworkers' conp systemis allow
for a mechani sm whereby you get pronpt and i mmedi at e cover age
and you don't have to litigate, you don't have toworry about
the negligence aspect of it or proof of negligence
who was at fault. If thé accrdent occurs uring t e cvg[l]restgeoﬁ‘
and arising out of the unenploynment, or out of the enpl oyment |
shoul d say, t hen the enployee is conpensated at a reduced rate
but the nedicals are paid for and you try to give a |iving wage.
article is quite jnstructive, and if you

article that is on your desk with regard tg the costs. The
said the Nebraska maximumin LB 13,

know, a relatively conservative viewon this issue, saysthat is
not excessive; that that i s acceptable. I't tal ks about the

the injured workers could use an increase and should use it.
The conmittee amendnents came out and only raised it from 245 to
255, only $10 a week, and it hasn't been raised in two years.

I'f you look at the chart, what | am suggesting with my anendment
is to raiseit to 275. |t still places us at the bottom anong

our surrounding states. Look at what |lowapays, 684. Look at

what Colorado pays. South Dakota is at 289. ssouri is at
289. We would still be behind these other states but at | east

it would be nore fair than what we have got now. | think it is
a totally reasonable amendment. As| said, | think, | wish jt
were nore. I think we need to have concern about the working
peopl e of our state. We have an inproved econony. Anpd| think
t hat they shoul d benefit as well. And !l would y|e|d the rest of
my time to Senator Morrissey.

PRESI DENT: Senator Morrissey, if | may interrupt for a second.
(Gavel.) Wertre quite noisy and | would remindyou, members of

the Legislature, we are wunder call and you should be in your
seats. Senator Morrissey.

SENATOR MORRI SSEY:  Thank you, M. President and nmenbers. Thank
you, Senator MFarland. Again, | would just say we ¢an't have
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