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PRESIDENT: Thank y ou . Senator Hall, please, followed by

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Mr. President, and members. I rise in
support of Senator McFarland's amendment as well and I c l e a r l y
recognize the arguments that Senator Coordsen makes. He has a
very thankless job in trying to negotiate this t ype of
legislation through the Business and Labor Committee, working
both with labor folks on one side, and the business interests on
the other. It is extremely difficult to find a happy medium, if
you will, that both sides can a g re e to . The r e are g o od
arguments on both sides. I think that the McFarland amendment,
although it increases the committee amendments, which I am
guessing were agreed to or worked out, is one that is very much
needed. I have served in the same capacity as Senator Coordsen
did, and I k now that some of the things that the committee
amendments deal with in terms of t he d e duct i b i l i t y br eak new
g round an d a re ver y mu c h needed in this area, but so is the
initial S10 that Senator McFarland would appropriate to this
bill for those individuals who find themselves through, in
virtually all cases, not every, but all cases virtually, no
fault of their own injured, unable to provide for their families
a nd d ependent on wor k e r s ' compensation to live. There is
probably no one, as the examples that Senator Chizek just gave,
that wants to be on workers' comp. What is involved in that
formula? First of all, you have to be injured. N obody in t h e i r
right mind wants to have that happen to them. Second o f a l l ,
they only get a percentage of their wages as if they had been at
work o n a ful l - t i me b a s i s . Nobody, none of us he re , wants to
take a cut in pay for any reason, let alone if part of it has to
be the fact that they were injured to a ccomplish t hat en d .
Granted, the argument could be made that, well , t ho se
individuals are doing nothing but yet they are be ing paid.
Well, you know, that is also a cost of doing business. A cost
of doing business is to provide a healthy, safe environment for
those i nd i vi d u a l s when ever p oss i b l e . I n s ome c a se s so me
i ndust r i e s , i f you l o o k a t t h o s e i nd i v i d u a l s who t r a d it i on a l l y
testify against this type of legislation, they are not folks
that work in many of the most dangerous industries i n b u si n e s s
today, that being the building and trades. It is a tough job.
It is tough. They do things that are ve ry d angerous t o
themselves and to others in that employ, but yet they have to do
it, it is ne cessary. T hose j ob s h ave t o b e d o n e . I t i s
important to our business, our i ndu st r y , our econo m ic

Senator Chizek and Senator Hefner.
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