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PRESIDENT: Thank you . Senator Hall, please, followed by
Senat or Chi zek and Senat or Hef ner.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, M. President, and nenmbers. | rise in
support of Senator MFarland s amendnent as well and | (jgar|y

recognize the arguments that Senator Coordsen makes. He has a
very thankless job in trying to negotiate this type of
| egi slation through the Business and Labor Committee, working

both with | abor folks on one Slde, and the business interests on
the other. It is extrenely difficult to find a happy medium if

you will, that both sides can agree to. There are good
arguments on both sides. | think that the McFarland anendnent,
although it increases the commttee amendments, which |
guessing were agreed to or worked out, is one that is very rmglﬂ1
needed. | have served in the sane capacity as Senator cgordsen
did, and | know that some of the things that the conmttee

amendnents deal with in terms of +the deductibility break pew

round and are very much needed in this area, but so is the
Initial S10 that Senator MFarland woul d appropriate to this

bill for those individuals who find themsel ves through, in
virtually all cases, not every, but all cases virtually, no

fault of their own injured, unable to provide for their famlies
and dependent on workers' coppensation to |ive, Thereis
probably no one, as the exanples that Senator Chizek just gave,

that wants to be on workers' conp. What is involved in that
formula? First of all, you have to be injured. Nobody in their

right mind wants to have that happen to them
they only get a percentage of their wages as if tS%%?/n%a?df bee%lét’
work on a_fuII-tlrr‘e basis. Nobod ,hone Of us here’_w nts to
take a cut in pay for any reason, lef alone if part of it ahas to
be the fact that they were injured to acconplish that end.
Granted, the argument could be made that, e those
individuals are doing nothing put yet they are bei'ng paid.
Well, you know, that is also a cost of doing business. A cost
of doing business is to provide a healthy, gafe environment for
those individuals whenever possible. In some cases some
industries, if you look at those individuals who traditionally
testify against this type of legislation, they are not fol ks
that work in many of the nmpbst dangerous industries 5 pusiness
today, that being the building and trades. |t js a tough job.

I't is tough. They do things that are very dangerous to
thensel ves and to others in thgat enpl oy, but yet ¥hey ﬁave to do
It, It 1s necessary. Those jobs have to be done. |t is
I nportant to our business, our i ndustry, our economic
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