February 14, 1990 LB 313

periods of tinme and, sinply, it is not easy. |drawa good wage
on the railroad, and_to go fromthat wage to workmen's cComp, and
on the railroad, it I's different because it is a federal
wor kimen' s conp, and it is just slightly better than what Senat or
NcFarland is offering or offering to us an amendnent, gndit is
real tough, folks. I'tis real tough. Thereis no wayyou can

survive without getting into your savings unless you aré used to
living at m ni mum wages, and we don't want our people to have to
do that. The working people, the men and wonen in our state
that are working for wages,are just as inportant to us as the
people that are running the businesses. The men and wonen t hat

are working for wages are the people that are going into these
busi nesses and spending their noney, and on wor knen's conp, |et

al one, don't even think about the stress of being at hone, bei.

Inj ured, the uncertai Nty of your future, uncertainty of your

j ob, the stress of going in an out of the hospital for a
work-related i njur then you also want to add on themthe
burden of just bare y being able to scrape by on 4 very, very

low workmen's comp wage. Senator NcFarland pointed out where we
stand in the Nidwest with his facts and figures. just |ately,

the Governor has been touting and it has been in the npews many
times that Nebraska is an island that is being ver%/ successf ul
in the business area. These states that are paying this gher.
workmen's comp now are envious of our business cllnate in
Nebraska, and they are envi ous of how wel | our businesses are
doing in this state. That is what the figures have shown. |f
that is true, folks, if that is true, then let's get ourselves

up there and give at least a mninmumincrease that Senator
NcFarl and is asking for.

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.

SENATOR NORRI SSEY:  Four dol | ars a day increase. Wat can you
buy for $4 a day? Anothergallon of nilk for the kids, 3 couple
more | oaves of bread, four gallons of gas. Youcan spend four
gal l ons of gas going back and forth to the hospital qu”

easily getting all the tests that might need to be done wh 3/
are injured on the job. so | don't th| nk what Senat or NcFarI and

is asking for is unreasonableat all. | have been there. |
have lived on Workm—:-n's conp that was better than what Senator
NcFarland is proposing, and it is tough. You have heard from

all your businesses in your area. Haveyou heard from any of
your wor Ki ng rren and woren, the people that draw the wages;( If

you haven' t, gest you cal | them up and ask
the peopl e that %ave had to live on this very stmglelmsdbasllléy Eg
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