
F ebruary 14 , 1 99 0 LB 313, 9 8 6

C LERK: Nr . Pr es i d e n t , the first bill for discussion by the
Legislature is LB 313. It was introduced by Senator NcFarland
on J a nuary 1 0 of l ast year . (Read title.) The bill was
i nt roduced, as I sa y , on J anuary 10 l ast year , r efer re d t o
B usiness a n d ' L a bor , was advanced to General File. I do have
committee amendments pending by t h e Busi ne ss and Labor
Committee. (See page 688 of the Legislative Journal.)

P RESIDENT: Senato r Coordsen, p l e a s e .

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, Nr . P r e s i d e n t , and members of the
body. I will address the committee amendments and I w ould as k
if you would turn to LB 313 in your bill book if you are
i nte r es t ed . LB 313 , as orig i n a l l y i n t r odu c ed, contained an
increase in workers' compensation weekly benefit from the
current $ 245 t o $ 290, which would have been effective this last
fall. As many of you might remember, every time this issue and
the concurrent unemployment increases come up, there is quite a
large amount of difference between what those who are paying
think is fair and those that are receiving think is fair. The
committee amendment that we are addressing now contains two
elements. One is a change in the weekly benefit from what is
contained in 313 in that, bear in mind the current rate is 245,
that on the effective date of this act, which would be in July
of 1990, the weekly benefit rate would be raised to $255, and on
July 1, 1991, next year, the weekly rate would be raised another
$10 t o $ 265. Al so i ncl ude d in the committee amendment is
LB 986, which we heard in Business and Labor Committee. LB 986
is a b ill that addresses a growing concern in the business
community in that while the weekly compensation rates may be
comparable to other states, across the United States the premium
increases have been substantial to pay for the medical payment
side in addition to the weekly benefit section. There w e re a
number of people in the business community that felt that were
they to be allowed a deductible on their w orkers ' com pensat i o n
insurance that the increases in premium might well be more
bearable to them. So LB 986 with some further amendments that
are contained within the committee amendment by the Workers'
Compensation Court provides that for each workers' compensation
policy that is issued in the State of Nebraska, they shall offer
at the option of the employer a deductible in increments of
$500, beginning with a deductible of 5 0 0 and go i ng t o a
deductible of 2,500. The committee was concerned that in doing
this that there was no impact upon the coverage o f emp l oy e es ,
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