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has done and had done in this body, but an interesting story |
would like to relate to you about the sincerity this man had.
In 1981...

PRESIDENT: Excuse me, Senator Johnson. (Gavel.) Could we

please hold it down so wecan hear the speaker. Thank you,
Senator.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Thank you. In 1981 | was workin a
| egislative aide here for Senator Richard Peterson at tlge tlrre
and | had decided that | would like to run for public office gt

some point, and | went to see SenatorKremer and Alice at his
home in Aurora to find out whether he was going to run again,
and | sat down with himin his home,and we tal ked for two or
three hours, and he said, well, Rod, I haven't made up d
what | amgoing to do, but he said when | do decide, you v¥m r‘\oe
the first person | come to talk to. wel|, xn January of 1982,
then, Senator Kremer cne day showed up, one afternoon, in
Senator Peterson's office and said | would like to visit with
you, Rod. And he called ne out inthe hall and we visited

awhil e, and he said | have just notified the press that | am not
going to run again, and he says |'d hoped that you would follow
through with the goals that you have set pecause, he said, |

promised you | would come and talk to you When | made ny
decision and | amhere to tell you that | have

run. | know he was under intense pressure from peop e |nn,8urora
and Ham Iton County to support a couple of the candi dates that
were running for that seat against me, but he said | have
promised you and | have promi sedothers that | would remain
neutral in this canpaign and | amgoing to continue to pg|q
tomy word to that fact,and probably nuch to the disgust ofIO
sonme people in Aurora that he woul d not c¥o t hat. But that is
t he ki nd of person he was, that he was fair and honest and I
know he many tinmes was very fearful to call ne to let me know
how he felt about issues because he felt |ike he was interfering
with my decision-making, which | often told hj Mauri ce,

| ease, your institutional menory would be very hel pfu to me
ut, yet, he was very conscientious not to try and continue to
serve as a senator, even though he wasn't here, but he was just
a tremendous gentleman And as | said, if it hadn't have been
for Maurice and for Richard Peterson and Rex Haberman, 5nq many
others, and Dick Marvel, those are the people that kind of
hel ped get ne started in this busi ness, and I am very gr at.eful
to all of them. So on behalf of Alice andMaurice' s famly,
Ken, Bob, Ardys, and Beth, | want to thank all of the members
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