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| forget. Senator Chambers nekes some wild generalizations.
Sonetines there's a tinge of merit to thembut many tinmes they
are just so overstated and overdramatized that they are not
accurate In any way. Wth respect to civil rights, | can tell

you that we are tending to go nore to the state courts now, that
when we represent clients, particularly if the (gefendant is a
public entity like a political subdivision or the state or the
federal government, particularly if it is the state or county or
a municipality, we are going to the state courts with civil
rights cases because we don't have to deal with the defense o

sovereign imunity. We believe, in our fjirm, quite frankly,
that the judges in Lancaster County are very conpetent and able
| egal scholars. They are handling nore and nore of these kind
of cases, so W are beginning to take noreof these
di scrimnation, enployment matters, civil rights matters, to the
state district court here in Lancaster County.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: One of the reasons people have traditionally
went to the federal courts is because it s generally fee'.eral
| aw, al though we have state civil rights law now, too, that is
nodel ed after the federal |aw. One of the reasons | think
| awyers often go to the federal courts Is because for so |ong
federal judges have hen/led these cases so they are more
famliar with them but f think the trend in the future wll Be
to take themto state court and | think you get a gre.. for a
| ot of reasons state judgesare handling nore of these cases,
you get a quicker trial, you don't have to encounter some of the
def enses that you encounter in federal court, and as a matter of
fact, I think the trend will be to see all these cases in gqiate

court. ~And | think it's unfair to categorize and say that
necessarily the state courts are inferior to the federal Cgurtsl
edera

and sonetinmes | would nuch rather be in state court than f

court on certain issues. | think as a general rule the federal
judiciary has beena little moreprestigious position jp art
because of the higher salary the¥yhave recei ved, %ndl think

there shoul dn't be that much di'spari bet ween the federal bench
and the state benc_h here in Nebraska, so | would urge the
50 percent, | think js jf you want to raise it that high I
suppose you could, 1'd still vote for it. | {nink the idea of
the 20 percent is reasonable. w wanted to get Nebraska judges
inthe md-range of. .. in conparison with other states and what

they pay their judges,so | think the 20 percent that Senator
Schmit has brought in his bill is correct.
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