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When you just take those comparisons into account, | think you
have to say that this increase is not only fair, it is long
overdue. |If we enact the bill as it is, as Senator Schmit has
brought it before the Judiciary Conmttee and as it was advanced
out of the Judiciary Conmrittee, we will, bringing our judlg_es
into sone kind of fair relationship with attorneys in the public

sector such as the Dean of the College of |aw or the federal
court judges or college professors, |lawprofessors and so on, if

we enact the bill as it is we will be bringing theminto a fair
relationship with what many of the attorneys make in private
practice. An excellent attorney in private practice or avery

good attorney in private practice will easily nmake over $100, 000
a year. That's the plain, hard fact of the matter, and their
services are worth that. The cases they handle are worth that.
They are well worth the noney that people pay themto handle
some exorbitant and huge type of |egal disputes. |t seens to ne
if we have those type of |awyers being paid that anpunt, that we
shoul d have the judges who are presiding in these courts of |aw
to be paid a conparable amount. What we really want to achieve
is, I think, ny goal is that we would get the better |awers in
the | egal profession...

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: ...to seriously consider a judgeship and not
have to just disqualify thenselves or discount even considerin

a judgeship because the pay is nowhere comrensurate with whagt
some of these excellent attorneys are making in private
practice. And | ' ve had sonme private attorneys who | know are
making over 100,000 a year, some over $200,000 a year, and some
even nore than that frankly, who have said, you know, | would be

interested in being a judge, but there is no way that | would.
even consider it for the neager wages that are paid to them |

t hi nk we need to have qual ified and Competent and very
di stingui shed people on the bench and | think the only way we' re
going to do it is by paying them an adequate sal ary. And you

can take exceptions and you cantry to dranmtize and you can
tal k about your own case and you can try to ridicule and | oke
and | augh about it, but it is not a jokingor |aughing matter.
It is a very seri ous fTB.tte_r. We ne_edago_od judiciary in 0

state and | think by passing the bill aS it was advanted out o
Judiciary we can cone within the range of inproving.

r

PRESIDENT: Time.
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