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indignation that I feel. But having denied myself the luxury of
the use of that kind of language, I' have to try to find ordinary
English to say what it is that I feel. But this is one of those
occasions and this is one of those subjects that requires
something stronger than ordinary language. So, as a r esu l t of
that, I have got to speak on a number of occasions to try to
make the point. I'm going to support Senator Haberman's motion.
I will not support the bill, but it comes closer to making a
decision that has a bit of rationality.

P RESIDENT: T i me . Th a n k y o u . S enator Haberman. . . n o , excuse me.
Senator NcFarland, followed by Senator Hefner.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: T h ank y ou , N r . Pr e si d e n t . I'm listening to
some side comments here. I will compose myself. S enator Baa c k
is in his usual good humor today. When you appear be f o r e t he
judge in any court, you don't always win the cases that you
think you should win. And sometimes that's the...the hard
reality of the matter is no matter how hard y o u wo r k or how
strongly you feel about a case, you sometimes don't get the
decision that you' re satisfied with. You have a r i gh t t o an
appeal. It ' s s omething that can be done and you get a fair
hearing before the higher court. Now, that doesn't mean that
the system is unfair n ecessar i l y . Th at doesn't mean just
because you happen to lose a case that you feel very strongly
about that the decision is wrong. The fact of the matter is
that the courts in our society have been a forum i n w hi c h t h e
poor, the impoverished, the indigent have been able to have a
fair hearing that they would never get here in the Legislature
or before the executive department. The judiciary provides a
forum for people to come and air their grievances a nd e v e n
provides, if they' re too poor to afford a lawyer, a mechanism
whereby they can have a lawyer appointed for them. Those k i nd
of procedures are available and the judiciary is one of the
strengths of our entire form of government because if we didn ' t
have t he j ud i c i ar y where people could bring their grievances
before an impartial judge, our soc ie ty w o u ld b r e ak d own because
we certainly do not have those type of...the individuals being
able to have any influence in the Legislature or t he ex e c u t i ve
department. The guestion is whether we want to pay those judges
a fair salary. What is fair'? I t ' s a l l r e l at i v e . To my way o f
thinking, fairness is determined by the comparable wages paid to
other attorneys in the public sector and the private secto r and
make a comparison and see what it is and compare it to what our
judges are making in comparison to judges in the other st at es .
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