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judge. For exanple, let's say that the judge out in nmy district
dies, they will meet to decide whether they replace that judge
innmy district or whether that judge can be placed 5 anpother
area of the state to neet nunbers. Sowe don't necessari]y need
to redistrict. What that Resource Comm ssion does, though, is
address your problemwhen there's a vacancy of where is the nost

need for that judge'? Now, oftentimes that is, you know, with
nost popul ation, case filings and so on. They' re now starting

to factor in drive tinme, which is good for you and | out in tne
| ess popul ated ai as.

SENATOR KORSHQJ: W had this case in northeast Nebraska al so

where the judge got a different county and they swing right
around.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Yeah.
SENATOR KORSHOJ: Thank you.

P RESIDENT: Thank you. Were you through, Senator Kristensen?
Senator Lindsay, please, on the Haber man anendnent.

SENATOR LI NDSAY: Thank you, Nr. President, and nenbers of the
body, I rise in oppositiontg the Habernan amendment and in
support of the bill. We listened to Senator Chambers’ arguments
about some of the decisions that come out; angd jf we can just

assume, for the sake of argunent, that everything he says is
correct as far as the quality of judges, what that tells me is

that we're not paying judges enough to get the good quality
people. He tal ks about cutting their Salaries, what we should
be doing is increasing if that's the case, increase themto the
poi nt where we get conpetent people in there, if that's the

argument. In 1975, Nebraska's salary ranked 24th in the
country. By 1980, we were down to 40th; by 1990, downto 44th.
I suggest, with the Haberman amendnent, we'll continueto
go...to spiral downwards and pefore long the decisions that
Senator Chambers refers o will be the normrather than the
exception. Some of the decisions that Senator hampers refers
to, I think he talked ghbout an appea’ bond, those types of
things, | would agree, they' rewong. But | don't think that' s

the reason to penalize the good judges, to drive themout of

office so that all we have got is attorneys who may not be able
to make that nmuch in private practice, wanting to %et t hose j obs
st

because they pay more. | don't think that' e approach we
want to take to our judiciary. Qur judiciary is intended to
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