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SENATOR SCHNIT: U h - h uh .

SENATOR HABERNAN: Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank y ou . Senator Wesely, please, followed by
Senator Chambers, and Senator Kristensen.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you. Nr. President and members, I h a v e
supported and will continue to support increases in judges'
salaries to recognize the important work that they do and try to
bring them in line with what other types of judges' salaries ar e
in other states, as well as commensurate salaries for attorneys.
The only t h ing I w oul d not e , obviously, it is a 2 0 p ercent
increase, is a very big increase and I have some concerns about
that. Nore than that, what I would raise once again is, a s t h e
judicial branch comes to the legislative branch asking for
s alary i ncr e ases, onc e again I note that this branch of
government is shut out of the process of the nomination and
selection of j u dges, t ha t t h i s l e g i s l a t i v e b r anch i s not a s ked
to be involved whatsoever on those judges that are now coming
back to us asking for a salary increase. And I think that's a
travesty. We ha ve three separate branches of government but
this branch of government has only asked for salary i nc r e ases.
It asked for adjustments like the appellate court that we' re
considering. But when it comes time to selecting w ho t h e
personnel running that third branch of government are in the
judicial branch we have nothing to say whatsoever, not e v e n i n
the selection of the screening committees that work out there.
We have no nomination authority after the Governor makes a
selection, and it infuriates me that here we are being asked
once again to provide additional salaries to judges we h ave n o
input wha t s oever on how they' re s el e c t e d . That gets into
quality, that gets into questions that I think many people could
r aise about th e t ype of j u d ges w e do h ave, a n d i t seem s
inappropriate to me to continue to have this situation and
inequity that this legislative branch of government is not
involved in that process. We have to get involved in it and I
ask all of you to keep that in mind as we consider this issue.

PRESIDENT: Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
I want to call the body's attention to what is being done here
and I want it as a matter of record. If the bill were to be
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