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when you get before a judge, whenyou get before a court, you
hope that you have before...that “youare before an excellént
m nd. You hope that you are before a man or a wonan who is well
educated. You hope that you are before an individual who has g4
broad base of experience. We hope that you have...we hope that
you are before an individual who is know edgeable in the |aw,

know edgeable in |ife, know edgeable in the practice of his
profession and to do that you are going to have to pa those
i ndi vi dual s. The Supreme Court...the Chief of the Klebraska
Supreme Court, Norman Krivosha, |eft the bench and as a
relatively young man, and | amsure we all recognize that he
woul d perhaps have still been there had the salary and the
conpensation been different. I think that we have today, we

have an excellent court. We have a wide variety of judges.

believe that we have seen an inprovenent in the bench in the
22 years that | have been in this body, and | believe a part of
it is due to the fact that this Legislature has seen fit to
adj ust salaries and to try keep salarieS gsomewhere compensable

with the profession and the demands of the profession. | 4o not
believe we will ever get those salaries to the point where
perhaps some individuals would like to see them ws will never

get themto the point where they will be truly conpetitive with
the outside world but. they should at least be in an 5.5 where
the individuals feel conf ortable. And | can tell you very
honestly that | believe this bill does that. There are all
sorts of other ideas relative to what should be conpensabl e.
amgoing to not nention it here today, but | would just ask you
to go back and reviewhe inprovements we have nade with the
state enployees in the last few years, the inprovenents we paye
made to salaries at the university system  And when you do

that, I think you will recogni ze that these sal aries are a
nmodest increase. | want to point out also that the total anount
of noney is not that substantial. |If you raise...if you were to
raise these salaries by this anmount, the total amount of the
nmoney is not that significant. what is significant to me and |
believe to you and to the people of Nebras%a.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...is the type of justice and the type of
performance you receive. | knowthere will be.  there will be
peopl e who will be able to cite exanpl es where they feel perhaps
the system hasn't worked. 1In that case, | want to say all the
more reason to have a conpetent, capable individual onthe

bench. And | can tell you,very honestly, that | think we have
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