February 13, 1990 LB 42

PRESI| DENT: Senator Schnit. sSepator Landis, are you going to
handl e this or Senator Schmt? Ckay, Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR SCHNI T: Nr. President and menbers, |B42 is a bill
whi ch | i ntroduced, along with Senator Ashford, and!| believe
Senat or Ashford is here also, andis a bill to increase the
salaries of judges. As you know, our judges' salaries have to
be approved by this Legislature and the Legislature has
historically taken an interest in  providing equitable
conpensation for the menbers of the judiciary. Atthe _present
tine, the salaries for the judicial nenbers of governnment "are in
the |l ower echelon of salaries across the United States. A of
us have heard the various argunents for salary adjustnents for

constitutional officers. W have heard the necessary argunents
for salary adjustments for individuals gof the uni versity and

other  state enpl oyees. W have made some substantial
adjustments in those areas and we are offering here a
substantial adjustment also. | just want to say that we know

that the judicial systemis only as good as the individuals o
are enpowered to enforce those rules of the court. e know that
if we are going to have equity before the courts,,e have to
have good minds on the bench. ws know that we spend many hours
on this floor in an attenpt to try to bring aBout sone sort of
justice relative to the statutes. W enact. many statutes into
law and those statutes are only as good as the court system
which then sees to it that those statutes are enforced. \yenave
had many argunents on this floor over the years relative to
judges' salaries. W recognize that there are many tinmes when

we find an individual citizen who has had anunfqrtunate
conflict with a judge and bring it to our attention and perhaps

the conflict of interest or the conments about e judges i f
they are negative, may be in some cases justified. A ihe nore
reason, In ny opinion, for us to try to find some equitable

conpensation for judges which will allow’judges partici pate
in their profession without the problens of nonetary concerns
which might, in fact, even inpede their judgment. Asyou know,
judges are prevented from having outside enpl oyment. They
cannot take other and they cannot accept other income ;54 they
are confined to the income they receivefromtheir propessi on.
| know that nany times we have had appointees . we have had
i ndividual s who have.. would have made excellent appointees who
have declined to take an appoi ntnent to the bench. ave had a
nunmber of individual |awers speak to me about their concerns in
this regard. | have had a nunber of |awyers, in fact, speak to
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