
February 6 , 1 99 0 LB 953

Haberman.

C LERK: LB 953 , Nr . Pr e si d e n t , offered by Senator Haberman.
(Read t i t l e . ) The bi l l was introduced on January 4 of this
year, Nr. President, referred to the Retirement Sy stems
Committee for public hearing. The bill was advanced to General
File. I have no amendments to the bill.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . (Gavel.) Chair recognizes Senator

SENATOR HABERNAN: Nr . P re si d e n t , members of the body, LB 953
affects the State Patrol Retirement System. It allows patrol
officers to retire after 25 years of service with n o r e d u c t i o n
in their benefits. The formula annuity rate is increased from
2.5 percent to 3 percent of final average salary for e ach y e a r
of service, not to exceed 75 percent of final average s alar y .
The disability benefit wil l b e 5 0 p er c e n t o f final monthly
s a!ary f or anyo n e with 17 years of service o r l e s s . Th e
disability benefit will be 3 percent of average salary for each
year of service, not to exceed 75 percent of final average
salary, for those with more than 17 years of service. Upon t h e
death of a retired patrolman,officer, the spouse will receive
75 percent of the officer's post retirement benefit. The
employee and employer contribution rate is increased in each
case from 8 to 12.9 percent. We are not plowing new fields, so
t o s p e ak , i n chang i n g this to allow the patrolman to r et i r e
after 25 years of service. Eighteen other states have this type
of legislation. The City of Omaha has early retirement for
t hei r po l i c e , wh i ch a l l o ws them to retire after 25 years of
service and age o f 50 . The youngest that a pa trolman could
retire, under this bill, is 46, as they h ave t o b e 2 1 yea r s o f
age to join the State Patrol. Alabama, they can retire at 5 2
years with no se rvice requirement; California, age 50; New
Hampshire , ag e 45 ; New Je r sey , a t any age af t e r 20 y ear s of
retirement (sic); Oregon, age 50 wi t h 25 ye ar s ; and
Washington, D.C., age 50 with 5 years of service. However, on e
of the biggest reasons we would like to pass this legislation is
the State Patrol does not receivesocial security, they do not
receive social security. The only retirement they r eceiv e i s
from the state retirement plan. So, if in case they would be
abls to retire at a younger age, this would give them the
opportunity to possibly find other employment to enjoy their
retirement by having s ome ad d i t i on a l i nc om e . T hank y o u ,

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Di scus s i o n o n L B 9 5 3 . Senator

N r. P r e s i d e n t .
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