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year, it looked as if Joslyn Castle would be sold for comerci al
purposes. And | felt and many others felt that Joslyn Castle is
extremely significant historically as well as architecturally
and that it should be preserved for the public in perpetuity ;j,
line with the original deed of Joslyn Castle nany years ago. g
we started a process going that would eventual ly, hopefully eng
up with the preservation of Joslyn Castle g5 g public place.
However, the school district has nade it quite clear that If the
Legislature does not act this year that it will go back to its
original plan to sell Joslyn to a private enterprise and I  paye
felt all al ong that what is inportant is accountability. The
state provides accountability to the citizens of the state that,
toits citizens, that a structure such as Joslyn Castle will
remain intact and will be open to the public. ggwedoneed to
act right now. Some of the questions that have peen asked of
me, one, does the State Historical Society approve of this
transfer?  The answer is yes. Jim Hanson was present yesterday
at a gathering we had at the Castle and made the statenment, to
me and to the press, that the istorical Society approved of
this transfer, encouraged it and felt that Joslyn Castle was the
kind of facility that would fit into the Historical Society's
plans. Another one of the concerns that nhas been raised is,
what would the cost beto the stateP The bill itself quite
specifically states that Joslyn cCastle would becone a state
property without cost to the state and there would not be a

purchase price. | have discussed with Senator \wamer and the
fiscal office about what a fiscal note would IoolzI Yike on this
bill if it gets to Select File and | think the gnswer is that

the fiscal note would have sone small dollar anount in there to
provide for one enployee who would pe responsible for making
certain that Joslyn Castle conformed to the guidelines of the
Hi storical Society and to make sure that jt s preserved
adequately and appropriately. |n this regard, as you know, the
Hi storical Society is also involved in a project 3t +the Ford
birth site and Jim Hanson expressed to me his feeling that

possibly that one enployee could be responsible for both the
Ford facility as well as Joslyn Castle. | might al so add that

the other third question was, how are you going~to support  inig
facility'? And | believe | told the body last year that we were
going to attenpt to get a commtnent from Dougl as County to

lease space in the castle and we have. | have a letter from
M chael Albert dated January 3, 1990, in which he makes
commitment that Douglas County will |ease the top two floors 0?

Joslyn Castle for its tourismdepartment. That's a signifi cant
help to us in making certain that we have ananchor tenant for
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