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was sensitive enough to know that, wehada conversation about

that, and having lived in Omha, | knew what he was talking
about. He said, well, it is true that even in Omha, people ;,
Omaha, if you live in west Omaha, you say you live in west
Omha, and if you live in south Qmaha, you are proud 4 |jvyij ng
in south Omeha, and it is also true in Lincoln, asyouknow. In

fact, that is why | nentioned Benson in this resolution, that is
why | nentioned Havel ock, to make a point that this is a two-way
street. We have an obligation, those of us who live in other
parts of the state, to know as much as we can, I think, about
this state. So | would suggest that there isn't any appropriate
term that you can use to lunp all the rest of the state together
outside of Lincoln and Omaha, that we shouldtry whenever
possible to be nmore precise in referring to a particular greg
Sonetimes when, in fact, legislation applies to every place %u't
Lincoln and Omaha, that is acceptable, probably, (o talk about
that, but the rest of the tine | think that we probably ought to
be a littlebit nore precise about what we tal k about so we
appreciate the variety and the diversity of the state. | (hink
every town has a story. |n fact, | have a nei ghbor who worked
in an abstracting office for along time who tells me every
quarter section has a story in thisstate. Wile obviously,
none of us are ever going to master that, | still find myself
comng acrossconmunities in Nebraska that | didn't know about.
That is probably true of all of us and always || be, but |
think it is inportant that we encourage people to know the state
better, it is jnpportant that we do what we can to encourage
state unity, and to act as if we are ga|| part of one state,
rather than dividing ourselves and causi ng confusion by the use
of such inprecise terms. | think it is too easy for people who
have governnmental responsibilities to talk about Lincoln, Omha,
and everybodyelse, which may, in fact, lead to bad policy. |
you look at the diversity of this state, and the regions, and
the rivers, and the |andmarks, and the conmunities, there is
perhaps within the boundari es of Nebraska enough diversity that
we have nmore diversity than a lot of individual states around
the country. So | think the nessage here is that we want to (g

part of this state. VW want to be included as part of the
state. We all want to be good | oyal Nebraskans, andsince there
is arenewed interest in geography in this nation, zs well it

seens to me that it would be appropriate for all of us in
Nebraska to begin by meking sure that we know our own geography
in Nebraska, the regions, the | andmarks, the rivers, \where our
state parks are, where the Sandhills are, where _ they are not,
and so on. Now you may want to take issue with the punishnent
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