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we've got about 100 hospitals in this state, and a | ot of them
are county hospitals not in Omha and Lincol n. And you' ve got
to know, if you live out there, that they are so frustrated Wlth
this whole thing that they just take care of them and for
about the bill. They probably don't even submt because hey
know there is no noney in the county to get it. This is, in
that sense, a property tax relief bill as inportant as any other
property tax relief bill you can think of, | don't care by who,
because what you' re going to be able to do with this is to stop
the rather silly, if not stupid, but nostly unfair practice of
using property tax dollars to pay for health care costs gngd

the same tine cap off that responsibility for reinbursenent for
these kinds of patients based on this very difficult eligibility

at 7.2. | certainly understand and respect the concerns of both
Senator More and Senator Scofield, but ynderstand thi

cap. Now, ifit escalates to hundreds of mllions of doFI ars
(laugh), the body is going to have to be involved with that, pot

me. This bill won't cause that to happen, it can' t, it has ipe

cap. There is no suggestion that it be changed. | think we
have to give it a shot. And | think with this you will, at the

sanme time, begin, like 46 or 7 other states, to understand that

property tax is not the appropriate vehicle to pay r ealth

care costs. And at the same time put in place sone e?igiB|I|ty

standards for rei mbursement that makes sense, and most

importantly as far as the gareas outside....Sandy has a
resolution, I'mnot quite sure what it says, put whatever she
calls it, that's what |I' Il use. So insert in the record

whatever she says in her....But, in any case, those areas

out si de of Omaha and Lincoln, you' |probably see, asfter the
first year, hopefully that this is successful. How many of your
hospltals out there have been hurti ng? How man ust “haveéen' t
passed in the bills? | know a |ot of county officials, | used

to be one, and | talk to a lot of them they just paven
subnmitted them because they know their county doesn't have the
nmoney. And | think their county boards appreciate that. pBytit
seens to make sense t0 e to do two things, recognize the
rightful use of whatever source of funds to payfor these
care...this kind of care, help the hospitals, God bless them,

that are doing the work, not just all the hospitals, whether
they deserve it or not, but by this criteria just those that are

providing this care for these poor souls and keep a cap on it so

we can understand that all those hospitals jnvolved will kno
they have to bepretty selective when they submt these bil I s
that, in fact, it's appropriate and fair. |would ask for your

support for this amendnent.
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