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have no public or private health insurance coverage, who are not
eligible to receivehealth care benefits under any other public
program, who are unable to pay for needed health care
thensel ves. Many of the medically indigent are between jobs, 4
unenpl oyed, or enployed individuals who | ack coverage sinply
because they work in service industries, agriculture, for
exanpl e, and other seasonabl e and unstable vocations. They may
be a faymwfe In C?{eel ey County, 4 tenporary unenpl oyed " food
processing worker in sonme other county, or a jail inmate and an
accident victim The denographics of the peop’e who would be
involved in this indicate that about 15.2 percent of gl
Anericans are living bel ow the federal poverty guidelines. The
nmedical ly indigent population js interesting as well. About
two-thirds are white, a |jittle nore than two-thirds, actually,
less than one-third plack, and |ess than one-tenth Hi spanic.
Traditional ly hospitals and physicians, God bl ess them have
traditionally cared for these people, but they do it in the oYd
Robi n Hood fashion. They take care of them and get as much back
as they can with reinbursement. Also want to poi nt out to you,
especially the senators who |live outside the areas of Ommha and
Li ncol n, t hat 90 percent of the uncompensated care, which is
what we use to describe the service provided by these hospitals,
was provided by 20 percent of the Omaha and Lincoln area
hospitals, but 75 percent of that care was provided by hospitals
outside the State of. . outside the Ormaha and Lincoln area. The
Department of Social sServices estimated that there are about
3,450 medically indigent persons that would, in fact, need
10.6 nillion dollars to adequately reinmburse for that indigent
care. In addition to that, another 3 million dollars for gpout
two point...about 2,600 people who are in jails and need care as
wel | . That's fairly close, to be conpletely frank, to the
estinates devel oped by the Departrment of Soci al Services and
also the fiscal office. Eligibility criteria is pretty tough.

For exanple a fanmily of four, under the eligibilit
for poverty guidelines, cannot nmake nore than %970 a %Dﬁttﬁr]dards

they would have to spend down, fromthat 970, $445 that rmrl?tul%
for medical services before they became eligible for these
funds. So, in fact, it is, in effect, something difficult to do
and fair, but it also means that people havet o go to
extraordinary lengths to provide for themselves before pein

eligible. The criteria for resources would be deternined by th%
Departnent of Social Services who would admi nister the program
and there would be ongoing review, ejther quarterly, ever si x
mont hs, or annually to make sure that the famlies who \I\DUYd use
this programwould, in fact, qualify for it. The amendment,
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