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I, too, just join the others in support of Senator Johnson's
amendment . M ne will come |ater concerning the tires and |
appreci ate Senator Schel |l peper's support of that, and | think
that as it is brought pbefore the bod | ater, it will be
supported. | just want to thank Senator Johnson fgor his work
and for his patience with all of us onthis bill that he

initially began. He has been very gracious, he and hjs staff,
and we have spent a |ot of time working on thisand| just

support his anmendnents and support the bill, and | hope that the
entire bodywill. I think it is time that we got {his and we
really desperately need is here in Nebraska. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any further discussion on the
amendment ? Senator Johnson,” would you care to close.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As has been
stated, | think the amendment has support from nost of the
parties involved in the discussion of this issue on General
File. As has been noted, not everybody got everything they
wanted in this amendment, but we will get a chance | +think to
debate some of those other concepts later. Byt the key is, as |

have stated from the beginning, that we have to find a way of
providing some incentives to our political subdivisions to do j
better job of handling solid waste in this state than what we
have done in the past. Eyvery year | have been here practically
I have sponsored a bill dealing with solid waste or the
environnment, and every year | have been told this is not the
year to do that, we can't afford to do that,anda variety of

other excuses. Well, the time is conj ng rapidly, as Senat or
Morrissey ~ has said, when the issue over the Witney amendnent
and others will become a moot point pecause the federal

government is going to eventually supersede whatever we mnight do
In this body and force us to begin the process of |icensing our

landfills in this state. And if we are going to concede . that

fact. then | think it is inportant that we find a mechanismto
help financially provide the incentivesto a lot of the smaILer

communities in particul ar upgrade their landfills so that they
can meet those standards that are going to be get by the federal
goverL:ent and, hopefully, by our own state. As Senator
Morrissey  has said, giving "~ some di.rection, some plan to our
communities |I think is vitally inportant, but how we do that is

uncl ear at this time, but this anendnent helps, | thi nk'make
the bill alittle bit better. Yesl | would nmuch prefer to ask
for two or three million dollars fromthe General Fund than out
of the fee on tires and business fees, but the fact is, I gon't
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