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I, too, just join the others in support of Senator Johnson's
amendment. Mi n e w ill come later concerning the tires and I
appreciate Senator Schellpeper's support of that, and I t h i nk
that as it is b rought before t he body l ater , i t wi l l be
supported. I just want to thank Senator Johnson f or h i s wor k
and for his patience with all of us o n this bill that he
initially began. He has been very gracious, he and his staff,
and we have spent a lot of time working on this,a nd I j us t
support his amendments and support the bill, and I hope that the
e nt i r e b o d y w i l l . I t hi n k i t i s t i me t ha t we go t t hi s and we
really desperately need is here in Nebraska. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any further discussion on the
amendment? Senator Johnson, would you ca r e t o c l o se .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Thank yo u , M r . Spe a k e r . As h a s b een
stated, I th ink the amendment has support from most of the
parties involved in the discussion of this issue on General
Fi le . As ha s been noted, not everybody got everything they
wanted in this amendment, but we will get a chance I t h i nk t o
debate some of those other concepts later. But the key is, as I
have stated from the beginning, that we have to find a way of
providing some incentives to our political subdivisions to do a
bette r j ob of hand l i ng so l i d w a s t e i n t h i s state than what we
h ave done i n t h e p a s t . Every year I have been here practically
I have sponsored a bill dealing with solid waste or t he
environment, and every year I have been told t his is not t h e
year to do t hat, we can't afford to do that,a nd a va r i e t y o f
other excuses. Well, the time is coming rapidly, as Senator
Morrissey h as s ai d , when the issue over the Whitney amendment
and others will become a moot point because t h e f ede r a l
government is going to eventually supersede whatever we might do
in this body and force us to begin the process of licensing our
landfills in this state. And if we are going to concede t h at
fact. then I think it is important that we find a mechanism to
h elp f i n a n c i a l l y p r o v i d e t h e i nc e n t i v e s t o a l ot of t h e smaller
c ommunit i e s i n p ar t i cu l ar up g r a d e t he i r l and f i l l s so t h at t h ey
can meet those standards that are going to be set by the federal
goverL:ent and, hopefully, by ou r own st at e . A s S e na t o rMorrissey has sai d , g i v i ng some di.rection, some plan to our
communities I think is vitally important, but how we do that is
unclear at this time, but this amendment helps, I think,make
the bill a little bit better. Yes, I would much prefer t o a sk
for two or three million dollars from the General Fund than out
of the fee on tires and business fees, but the fact is, I don' t
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