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discussion on the floor.

currently guaranteed by the Constitution. So we need f ar mor e
than what is b eing given to this bill, even through our

S PEAKER BARRETT: Ti m e . The Chair is pleased to note that under
the south balcony we have a special guest with us, Stephanie
Crandall Seng, a former Page fo r t h i s bod y , and her husband,
Chris Seng and their special guest, Nr. Siradou Bah from Guinea,
West Africa. Would you folks please stand. Thank y o u , we ' r e
p leased t o hav e you . The Chai r r ecogn i z e s Senator

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nr . S p eaker , members of the
body. I wanted to say a couple things on t h i s i ssue , an d I
appreci a te d Sen at o r Wehrbein's comments, because he
said...stated some things in a way that imitate some o f t h e
feelings that I' ve been going through in my deliberation of the
b' ll . I guess my comments are more for the judiciary, the
j udi c i a l b r an ch of ou r pa r t i cu l a r sys t e m . And I want them to
make sure that they are very clear in what they are t r y i ng t o
do And I say that because sometimes there are opportunities to
make ch a n ges i n an approach in order to achieve the long-term
oblec t i v e . And I b e l i e ve t he l on g - t e r m o b j e c t i v e i s t o r el i e v e
the Supreme Court of a very overburdened docket, still maintain
an appellate system for the people of Nebraska, and also still
try to maintain the important cases,whether they be for large
individuals, important individuals, o r un i mpor t an t i nd i v i d u a l s ,
the important cases to be heard in the best way possible by the
Supreme Court. But I have some severe p e r s o n a l d o u b t s t hat i f
the body keeps in the portions that take the rights out of the
Constitution and put it into statute, and I have no i llusions
that that is ex actly what this body will do i f Sen a t o r
Kristensen and others say that that is what they want done. I
believe it will happen. Ny poin t i s I wou l d t h i nk i t wo u l d be
so easy to bring this whole i s su e down to its most common
denominator when you go to the public and ask t h e p u b li c , d o you
want your rights taken out of the Constitution and put in a
statute that c ould be changed at any t ime b y a n y s t at e
Legislature when a new fad arises? And I bring to you the issue
of Initiative 300. Initiative 300, Senator Baack, if I remember
r ight , and o t he r s , came before and they said, listen, what we
want to do is take that out of the Constitution and put i t i n
the statute. And Nebraskans overwhelmingly, at that point,
said, no, don't do that. If you put it in the statute, it makes
it easier to take it away. And I pu t t o you that when this

Bernard-Stevens .
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